
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"The nights are the worst in Yarl's Wood. Doors being 
banged and sometimes people crying. You always think they 
may be coming to your door. This fear lives in me, and I 
don't know how to get rid of it. The 65 days I was in 
Yarl's Wood was hell. My plea to this government is 
please think of us children. We do not deserve this 
treatment. We deserve a future." - Wells Botomani, ex-
detainee. 
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Immigration detention and healthcare  
In 2010, 25,935 people, including 405 children, were 
detained, often arbitrarily and indefinitely, in 
immigration removal centres run mostly by private 
companies. There was scant judicial oversight. None 
held in immigration detention were there because they 
were accused of any crime.  
 
Many of those detained are desperate and 
traumatised, having survived war, detention without 
charge or trial, torture, or rape in their own country. 
Many endure perilous journeys only to get 
unexpectedly detained in the UK, where they may 
relive past traumas of imprisonment. Some have 
serious medical problems and many are suffering from 
psychiatric illnesses.  
 
Detainees are taken in blacked-out vans to the airport 
from detention centres such as Harmondsworth near 
Heathrow airport. Harmondsworth processes asylum 
applications on a “fast track” system in which 99% of 
people’s claims (even those from countries such as 
Afghanistan and Iran) are summarily refused and their 
appeals processed within days. Six detainees at 
Harmondsworth have committed suicide over the 
years. 
 
In 2010, children were detained mostly at Yarl’s Wood 
immigration removal centre for women and children. 
 

Medical Justice is a network of volunteer medical 
professionals, lawyers, ex-detainees and detention 
centre visitors who arrange for independent doctors to 
carry out medical visits to detainees in 11 immigration 
removal centres around the UK. We have found such a 
state of neglect and bad practice in medical services 
that we can only describe it as “medical abuse”. With 
evidence from our case-work we have secured a 
number of Home Office policy changes.   

Issues Medical Justice has exposed ; 

Torture Victims – re-traumatised by immigration 
detention in the UK. 

Rape Victims – men, women and children. One study 
suggests 70% of women detainees have been raped.  

HIV+ detainees – denial of HIV tests and results, and 
medication. Many face early death “back home”. 

Hunger strikers – detainees in imminent danger of 
organ failure.  

Denial of treatment and access to hospital - for 
conditions such as HIV, sickle cell and tuberculosis. 

Inappropriate or non-provision of anti-malarial drugs – 
for pregnant women and children prior to removal. 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder – many detainees self-
harm, including children.  



Assault – injuries we have seen include a punctured 
lung, dislocated knee, and a broken finger.  

Children – many born in the UK. 

At times, we had a waiting list of sick detainees, 

including children, pregnant women and torture 
survivors. It is distressing when they have a fatal illness 
and we do not have the capacity to see them. Some 
get deported before we can reach them. 



Chair’s report 

 

Photo : Dr Jonathan Fluxman by Jenny Matthews 

Over the last year Medical Justice continued to grow, 
both in terms of its work, and the number of staff and 
volunteers involved in our work.  We now have 4 paid 
members of staff (3 full-time and one part-time), while 
the number of volunteer doctors and other health 
professionals has increased substantially.  All are 
motivated by the desire to help one of the most 
vulnerable groups of people in the UK, and a 
determination to see that the health and legal rights of 
detainees are protected, despite their loss of liberty.   

During the year Medical Justice arranged hundreds of 
visits to detention centres, and as a result of our 
intervention many detainees were released, or 
received the medical care they needed.  Several were 
paid substantial compensation for wrongful detention 
or for the harm they suffered in detention, while a 
number of people who were detained and earmarked 
for removal from the UK, won the right to remain here, 
i.e. they were given the asylum they desperately 
needed.   

In March Dame Nuala O'Loan former independent 
Northern Ireland police ombudsman, rejected our 
claim of "systemic abuse" during immigration removals 
in her report to the Home Office.  She did criticise 
UKBA for failing to investigate complaints of abusive 
treatment properly, and said that the private security 
companies involved had failed to properly manage the 
use of violent restraint techniques by their staff.  Yet 
we continue to receive reports and see people injured 
and abused during removal, and the violence inherent 
in detention centres and forced removal was once 
again tragically shown when Jimmy Mubenga died in 
October on a plane at the hands of G4S security guards 
as he was being deported.   
 
Medical Justice has campaigned long and hard over the 
issue of child detentions.  In December the 
government said they were ending the detention of 
children and then didn’t.  While the hated Yarl’s Wood 
children’s detention facility was closed, and the 
number of children and families being detained was far 
fewer, child detention was rebranded into “pre-
departure accommodation”, and the state retained the 
power to detain children and families for immigration 
purposes. Regrettably a children’s charity was seduced 
by the government’s adroit manoeuvrings, and now 
find themselves participating in the process of 
detaining children.  We continue to work for the 
complete cessation of child detention and its removal 
from the statute book.  
 
I would like to thank the outgoing Chairperson, Alex 
Goodman for his outstanding work this year.   
 
This report details the wide range of our work and 
various issues we faced over the year and I commend it 
to you.  Much of our work is about shining a light in a 
dark place, thereby exposing the abuses and 
deprivation of rights which are natural consequence of 
a fundamentally unjust practice: the administrative 
detention of people by the state.  We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to the growing number volunteer 
doctors, psychologists and other health professionals, 
to our network of solicitors and barristers, and to our 
office staff, for their dedication and perseverance in 
exposing and challenging the damaging consequences 
and malevolent nature of immigration detention. 
 
Dr Jonathan Fluxman 
Chairperson 

 
 



The Medical Justice Vision  
We believe that the harm being caused by immigration removal centres is so widespread that the only solution is to 
close them down. In time we will succeed in that aim. In the interim, we work to reform the institutions and to stand up 
for the rights of those incarcerated within them. 

 

 

The Medical Justice Mission  
1. To defend and promote the health rights, and associated legal rights, of immigration detainees in the UK. 

2. To end the medical abuse of detainees and the damaging effects of immigration detention on their health. 

3. To call on the government to close immigration removal centres due to the persistent and serious harm to health 
these institutions have on detainees, and for an immediate moratorium on building any new ones. 

 
 

Medical Justice Activities  
We identify instances of inadequate healthcare provision in detention, legally challenge them, and help detainees to 
exercise their rights – within hours when necessary. Through our research based on medical evidence from our case-
work, we go on to affect lasting change through securing positive policy changes, legislation amendments and creating 
case-law.  We raise public and parliamentary awareness about what’s happening, in their name, at their expense. 

Case-work - now about 1,000 referrals a year 

o Arranging for independent doctors to visit detainees in detention centres 

o Undertaking clinical assessment, review of existing treatment, recommendations for further treatment 

o Providing detainees independent medical advice  

o Challenging denial of medication and treatment 

o Helping detainees get the healthcare they require especially during medical emergencies 

o Assessing detainees’ injuries after they say they have been subjected to excessive force 

o Writing medico-legal reports, including the documentation of scars of torture.  

o Helping detainees challenge medical evidence being ignored by UKBA and immigration judges.  

o Defending detainees’ access to their choice of independent doctor 

o Helping detainees to find lawyers to take on immigration, asylum and civil action cases. 

Policy work - securing positive changes in policy and practice of the UK Borders Agency and its contractors. 

Research - record, collate and publish our findings of the state of health care provision in detention and the effects of 
immigration detention on detainees’ physical and mental health. 

Litigation – where policy discussion fails, initiate Judicial Review proceedings against UKBA. 

Raising awareness - of health professions, regulatory authorities, the public and parliament of the issues. 

Campaign for the transfer of all health care provision - from existing private providers to the NHS. 

Media work – raising the profile of the issues with decision-makers we interact with. 

Training doctors - to go into to see sick or injured detainees in detention centres. 

Training befrienders - to support detainees and make referrals to Medical Justice and others. 

Building capacity within advocacy circles – by issuing “tool-kits” and maintaining a comprehensive website. 

Campaign for the immediate release of vulnerable detainees - who, according to UKBA policy, should only be detained in 
“very exceptional circumstances”, in particular torture victims, children, pregnant women and people with a serious 
mental illness.  
 
 



Co-ordinator’s report 
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Medical Justice had been operating out of an office 
room so small that two of our workers could not sit 
properly at right angles to their desks. When one 
needed to leave the room, the other had to stand up 
so the door could be opened.  The third worker had to 
work in the corridor.  Happily, later in the year we got a 
kind donation that enabled us to rent a bigger room. 
 
In the autumn we were joined by Emma Stevens, our 
fourth worker.  Our Research worker, Jon Burnett left 
to work for the Institute of Race Relations at the end of 
the year, but he joined the Medical Justice 
Management Committee, so we have been lucky 
enough to retain his valued skills and experience. 
 
2010 has seen Medical Justice grow and able to assist 
more detainees.  As we expand, we hope to retain our 
roots as an unceremonious collaboration between 
asylum seekers, ex-detainees, lawyers, medics, 
campaigners, and other volunteers. Medical Justice is 
characterised by generosity, compassion and a 
common belief in human dignity and freedom. 
 
2010 saw a change of government and an end to the 
administration that did so much to criminalise and 
dehumanise asylum seekers and other migrants, and to 
detain them indefinitely on such an industrial scale.  
 
The new government failed to differentiate itself in this 
respect. In fact, their pretence to have fulfilled their 
promise to end the detention of children is seen by 
some as a sickening use of the most vulnerable people 
in the country for some unfathomable political gain. 
Despite our warnings, dangerous use force continued 
and a man died.  The government suspend the use of 
force in deportations for just 10 days, and then carried 
on. 
 
Medical Justice staff and volunteers deal with many 
distressed detainees. Every single day, staff are talking 
to detainees who are suicidal and self-harming.  At 
times it feels like we are in the midst of a near-death 
scenario and putting the phone down is upsetting and 
confusing.  It often feels like just sheer luck that 
detainees don’t die, and will we be so lucky tomorrow. 
It’s a wonder that staff manage to bat off sagging 
morale or feelings of powerlessness, usually by being 

able to effect change ; most detainees whose cases 
they take on are eventually released.  Our staff go to 
work, and change the fate of a number of people’s 
lives before they turn off the lights and go home.  Not 
that being home means the work stops. 
 
Many detainees somehow manage to muster up 
hitherto unimaginable levels of courage to survive 
immigration detention, and what ever comes next. 
When we are in danger of feeling defeated, it is often 
detainees who are the quickest to point out the 
importance of our role as a witness to the abuse, 
documenting it, and speaking out.  It is often they who 
identify our successes, even if they are small or 
obscure, and remind us how much more abuse would 
take place if we were to avert our gaze.  
 
Occasionally the level of cruelty and abuse against 
detainees that we see many times each day gets 
noticed through a High Court hearing, for the lucky few 
who manage to get decent legal representation. Many 
judgments are incredibly damning of UKBA, yet their 
abuse continues, seemingly unabated. 
 
Discussion with UKBA seems increasingly ineffective so 
in 2010 we recognised that is needed is for the courts 
to compel UKBA to change policies. There is also a 
need to follow up by monitoring UKBA’s frequent 
failure to implement their own policies. 
 
Medical Justice judicially reviewed UKBA’s policy of 
removing vulnerable people with zero-notice, denying 
them contact with a lawyer.  We won – the policy was 
ruled unlawful. The case is an important victory for 
those interested in access to justice; the judgment was 
a vindication of this vital constitutional right. The judge 
considered in detail the difficulties of securing quality 
representation at short notice.  It is a reminder to the 
Government that access to justice remains a crucial 
part of our constitutional democracy, despite attempts 
to chip away at its protections. The litigation 
furthermore has established Medical Justice as a force 
to be reckoned with, as an expert organisation which 
will engage in strategic litigation that relates to 
immigration and asylum cases with a medical interest. 
 
We received about 1,000 detainee referrals in 2010. 
No doubt many of them have been subjected to 
neglect, discrimination and abuse on a scale that is 
saddening and frightening. But we cannot hope to 
assist every individual damaged or mistreated by 
immigration detention. Conscious of that, our focus 
has turned to actions with a wider impact, including 
research, lobbying and strategic litigation. 
 
The unceasing energy and dedication of our many 
volunteers is astonishing. We are making a difference 
and it could hardly be more worthwhile.  
 
Emma Ginn 
Co-ordinator of Medical Justice 



Case-work 
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The success of our doctors’ training days meant that by 
the end of 2010 we had about 30 doctors making 
regular detention visits, which enabled us to help 
detainees in all 11 detention centres across the UK. We 
still need more doctors as we have a waiting list of sick 
detainees. The unmet need is huge. 

Emma Stevens joining us in the autumn enabled us to 
cope with an increasing level of referrals.  As we gain 
experience, we are able to offer more comprehensive 
assistance to detainees. 
 
We usually arrange medical visits to detainees for one 
or more of the 4 following reasons: 

1. They reported that they had medical, physical, or 
psychological, evidence of torture that had not 
been documented and used in their asylum or 
Human Rights case 

2. They had immediate medical needs which were not 
being appropriately addressed 

3. They reported being assaulted  

4. There was reason to think that they might not be 
‘fit to be detained’ or ‘fit to fly’ 

 
The majority of the detainees we saw later went on to 
have their removal directions cancelled and were 
released ; some were granted refugee status or other 
forms of leave to remain thereby calling into question 
why they were detained in the first place and why 
many were made to suffer such unnecessary harm.   
 
This includes detainees who did not have access to 
their life-saving medication or who developed serious 
mental health problems while in detention. Some were 
permanently damaged as a result of the decision to 
detain them.  
 
Contrary to remarks from politicians and UKBA staff, 
not all of detainees had had the benefit of a court 
hearing. Many of the detainees our doctors saw in 
2010 had strong evidence of torture that had been 
ignored both by the UKBA caseworkers making 
decisions on their asylum cases and by the clinicians 

employed by the detention centre. Often detention 
was exacerbating their trauma.  
 
We increased our focus on documenting failures by 
detention centre healthcare staff to generate adequate 
“Rule 35” reports on detainees whose health maybe 
injuriously effected by continued detention and/or 
those claiming they are victims of torture.  Also, 
documenting UKBA’s failure to review the reports. 
 
Doctors volunteering with Medical Justice saw 3 
detainees in October and November who had been 
removed from the UK previously and said that they had 
been re-arrested and re-tortured, and had managed to 
come back to the UK. All 3 were placed on fast-track on 
arrival back in the UK and had their cases certified on 
the basis that their new asylum claims were on the 
same basis as their previous cases. All 3 were later 
released pending judicial reviews. 
 
We saw a large number of HIV positive detainees who 
were inadequately treated, in breach of the British HIV 
Association (BHIVA) guidelines on the treatment of HIV 
positive detainees. Many HIV positive detainees missed 
medication, didn’t receive the results of their HIV tests 
or were threatened with removal when their condition 
was not stable. During 2010 we documented many 
failures to implement the BHIVA guidelines.  
 
Earlier in 2010, we had thought the number of 
allegations of assault during deportation attempts had 
decreased, but they seemed to increase again through 
the end of the year. 
 
The number of referrals of children decreased 
throughout 2010.  None of the children we did see 
were removed from the UK.  
 
In 2009 we had issued legal proceedings against UKBA 
and Serco after they unilaterally cancelled the protocol 
governing doctors’ access to detention centres and 
introduced additional requirements. The case was 
settled out of court after UKBA and Serco withdrew 
most of their additional requirements.  In 2010 UKBA 
opened a consultation on a draft Detention Services 
Order ; “Visits by Alternative Registered Medical 
Practitioners to Detainees in Immigration Removal 
Centres and Short-Term Holding Facilities”.  Medical 
Justice made an 8 page submission but never heard 
back from UKBA and no new DSO was ever 
implemented. Meanwhile, we continue to get some 
access problems when booking medical visits for 
doctors. 
 
Some of the detainees who were released with the 
help of Medical Justice have gone on to help us fight 
for the rights of those still detained. 
 
Theresa Schleicher, Casework Manager 
Emma Stevens, Caseworker 



Complaints 

 

I initially joined Medical Justice as a part-time 
caseworker. Happily, we got funding for another part-
time position – Finance & Admin worker – quite soon 
thereafter, so I could take that on and effectively 
become fulltime in the office fairly quickly. 
 
I have a degree in Psychology and Neuropsychology 
and had just finished an MA in Understanding and 
Securing Human Rights. Having been a volunteer 
caseworker at Bail for Immigration Detainees, I already 
had practical experience of helping detainees.  
 
We had long recognised that lodging complaints was 
key to holding UKBA and their contractors to account.  
We also knew that detainees often found the whole 

complaints process bewildering.  Some detainees fear 
retribution as a result of lodging a complaint.  Others 
had no confidence in the whole process whatsoever.  
Towards the end of 2010, we decided to start assisting 
detainees who have no legal representation to lodge 
complaints about their treatment in detention and 
removal attempts. 
 
I made a series of formal complaints to UKBA, lodged 
on behalf of detainees. They range from complaints 
about alleged assaults, to cancellation of bail hearings, 
to detainees missing multiple hospital appointments. In 
each case we have logged all the relevant details. 
 
By the end of January 2011, we were still waiting for 
initial responses to many of the complaints as there as 
UKBA gives itself 12 weeks to respond. We will be 
chasing any late responses and potentially responding 
to/challenging responses once we have them. 
 
There has been an increase in referrals where 
detainees claim to have been assaulted. In many of 
these cases the detainee has made an initial complaint 
themselves, but we shall review the UKBA’s response 
to this, if the detainee would like us to, and respond 
accordingly to UKBA. 
 
Emma Stevens 
Caseworker and Finance & Admin worker 

 

Research 
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My first report, “State Sponsored Cruelty”, was about 
the harm immigration detention does to children. It is a 
fitting tribute to the detainees whose experiences I 
documented that the report was so effective. We put 
the brakes on a dossier about the treatment of HIV 
positive detainees which I had nearly finished, so that 
we could publish “State Sponsored Cruelty” when it 
had the best chance of making an impact.   
 
So although the HIV report was researched in 2010, it 
was published in March 2011. It documents breaches 

of the British HIV Association (BHIVA) guidelines on the 
treatment of HIV+ detainees. 
 
I joined Medical Justice with the benefit of having been 
a researcher, on immigration and asylum policy and 
practice, for many years. However, even with this 
experience, it has shocked me to see the routine ways 
in which immigration detention causes distress and 
harm. One thing that has stuck me is the sheer number 
of times that Medical Justice doctors expose examples 
of medical care in immigration detention which is 
either ineffectual for, or detrimental to, the health of 
detainees. 
 
The reports that I have written for Medical Justice draw 
on the medical and legal evidence that is produced in 
the provision of casework. These cases speak for 
themselves, and shed light on what is frequently 
derogatory treatment of people who are already 
vulnerable. I hope that these reports provide evidence 
which contributes to the organisations aims of 
challenging inadequate healthcare provision, and 
effecting change. 
  
Jon Burnett 
Audit & Research  



2010 Media Coverage  
Medical Justice events, news, and media coverage 
of the organisation and/or it’s patients and 
members (related items in grey) 
 
January 2010 
 12th Jan. Independent: "Detaining children in Britain: 
No place for the innocent" (see below).  
 

 
 
 14th Jan. “Motherland” performance with Juliet 
Stevenson in Bedford about women and children 
detained at Yarl’s Wood, including Medical Justice 
patients. Medical Justice volunteer, Dr Miriam Beeks is 
part of the post-performance discussion panel, 
including Patrick Hall MP and Alistair Burt MP.  
 
 Sunday 24th Jan.  Medical Justice Medics Training 
Day attended by 31 doctors interested in visiting 
immigration detainees. 
 
 12th Jan.  Medical Justice public campaign meeting, 
to plan a response to the government's consultation on 
the Immigration Bill. 
 
 22nd Jan. Morning Star: “A family from Cameroon … 
have won the right to damages against the government 
for unlawful imprisonment.” Frederick Nukajam, his 
partner Sandra and their three children were detained 
at Yarl's Wood. 
 
 29th Jan. Guardian: "Family wins £100,000 for 
detention ordeal" - Carmen Quiroga spent 42 days at 
Oakington detention centre with her four children, 
aged between three and 11, in what her solicitor 
describes as "appalling conditions" 

 
 

February 2010 
 
 11th Feb. Medical Justice working group on Children 
in Detention meeting – organisations, medical experts 
and activists come together to plan the campaign. 
 
 9th Feb. Telegraph - "A group of up to 80 mothers 
[including Medical Justice patients] detained at an 
immigration centre have gone on hunger strike in 
protest at being separated from their children.” 
 
 10th Feb. Adjournment debate - " The contractors … 
have the responsibility to commission the health care, 
but I think that is wrong because the independence of 
the health care is inevitably compromised. … If there is 
an issue about fitness to travel and the decision is 
made by a contracted company inside Yarl’s Wood, 
what chance is there of having confidence that it has 
not been influenced by the contract given to the 
contractors to get people out of the country?.... A 
degree of independence in respect of the health care 
provided at Yarl’s Wood is now necessary. That would 
happen if the contract were not given to Serco, but to 
the NHS and the local primary care trust." - Alistair Burt 
MP.  
 
 11th Feb - BBC World Service : "Immigration minister 
Phil Woolas has admitted that the Home Office is 
paying millions of pounds in ... Mr F was released 
following Dr Arnold's report [Medical Justice Clinical 
Advisor]. His claim for asylum is now being reprocessed 
and he has brought a civil claim against the 
government for unlawful detention” 
 
 14th Feb. Independent : "Locked up indefinitely: The 
prisoners who have committed no crime" - "It felt just 
like being in Iran; I was being imprisoned for doing 
nothing wrong. My first claim was dismissed because I 
didn't have enough evidence, but I went on hunger 
strike and managed to get an independent doctor from 
Medical Justice to look at my scars” 
 
 15th Feb. Medical Justice public campaign meeting : 
Self-harm in Detention.  Speakers included an ex-
detainee, Jan Doerfel (barrister), Harriet Wistrich 
(solicitor, Birnberg Peirce & Partners) and Dr Ben 
Robinson (PTSD specialist). 
 
 17th Feb. The Children’s Commissioner issues 
progress report ; "Arrest and detention has a profound 
and negative impact on children and young people. 
Detention of all children must cease.” 
 
 17th Feb. Channel 4 News : "Children's 
Commissioner slams detention centre … The report 
identified "significant concerns" with health services at 
the centre. In one case, a nurse failed to diagnose a 
child's broken arm and the youngster went 20 hours 
before being sent to hospital.” 

 
 17th Feb. BBC – “This can be a demoralising and 
even traumatising event, says Theresa Schleicher, 
referral manager at Medical Justice…  



Dr Miriam Beeks was also horrified to learn recently of 
a child aged 12 and a younger sister, both with 
advanced HIV, who were deported to a country where 
they were very unlikely to be able to get the drugs they 
needed to keep them alive. "It was as good as a death 
sentence," she says.” 

 
 17th Feb.  BBC : "Yarl's Wood 'must still improve 
child detention'" – “Dr Rosalyn Proops, officer for child 
protection at the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child 
Health, backed calls for an end to child detention.” 
 
 18th Feb. Letters in the Guardian calling for the end 
of detention of children; one from actors and authors 
(including Colin Firth, Emma Thompson, Joanna 
Lumley, Juliet Stevenson, Lenny Henry and others), and 
one from Jewish community leaders. 
 
 19th Feb. Letter in the Telegraph from Christian 
leaders calling for end of detention of children.  
Signatories included the Archbishop of Wales and the 
Bishop of Ripon and Leeds. 
 
 21st Feb. Guardian : "Fears for health of Yarl's Wood 
women in third week of hunger strike" – “Dr Frank 
Arnold, clinical adviser for the Medical Justice Network, 
said hunger strikers at this stage in a protest were in 
danger of damaging their internal organs." 
 
 22nd Feb. Early day motion 139 (tabled by Chris 
Mullin MP), calling to end detention of children, was 
signed by 120 MPs. 
 
 21st Feb. BBC World Service – a report about the 
hungerstrike at Yarl’s Wood, including an interview 
with "Mary" from Zimbabwe who is being assisted by 
Medical Justice. 
 
 26th Feb. Ministerial Statement : Access to the NHS – 
“We propose to exempt from charges failed asylum 
seekers who are co-operating with, and are supported 
by, the UK Border Agency prior to returning to their 
own country, but to charge all other failed asylum 
seekers.” 
 
 28th Feb. Observer : "MPs to investigate claims that 
women in Yarl's Wood detention centre [including 
Medical Justice patients] were physically abused by 
officers during hunger strike.” 
 
 28th Feb. Medical Justice Medics Information and 
Training session in Glasgow.  
 
 Feb. Human Rights Watch report: "Fast-Tracked 
Unfairness” – the detained Fast Track asylum 
determination process “is not rigorous enough to meet 
basic standards of fairness. 
  
 
 
 
 

March 2010 

 1st March. Guardian : "Treatment of inmates is 'cruel 
and degrading'. Lawyers are due to launch a legal 
challenge today on behalf of four women [detained at 
Yarl’s Wood, including Medical Justice patients]”. 
 
 1st March. Independent : " To those familiar with our 
detention centres, a hunger strike comes as no 
surprise  … The fire that consumed Yarl's Wood 
immigration detention centre in February 2002 a few 
months after it opened looks in retrospect like an 
omen. It has been a profoundly troubled place ever 
since. ... I have spoken to detainees whose often 
horrifying stories are substantiated by reports by HMIP 
… and groups such as Medical Justice, and doctors 
working voluntarily with detainees." 
 
 4th March. MailOnine : "Migration officer 'sang Um 
Bongo song to an asylum seeker from Congo” 
 
 5th March. BBC : "Twins aged five taken to Dungavel 
detention centre in their school uniforms." 
 
 7th March. Independent : "Report on 'abuse' of 
asylum seekers to be published" – “...Emma Ginn, one 
of the authors of Outsourcing Abuse, said: "We have 
come across widespread abuse ". 
 

 
 
 7th March. Bedfordshire on Sunday : " This week, 
North East Bedfordshire MP Alistair Burt has called on 
Immigration Minister Meg Hillier to announce an 
inquiry into the recent protests at the centre [Yarl’s 
Wood].” 
 
 9th March. Independent : "Victims of torture seeking 
sanctuary in Britain are being denied vital healthcare in 
detention centres and the community, the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission has found. ... It said: "There 
is evidence of an institutional failure to address health 
concerns about asylum seekers in detention. More 
specifically there are concerns about children's health, 
mental health, treatment for those with HIV and access 
to female GPs, especially for women who have suffered 
rape and sexual violence." ...Medical Justice said: 
"Sadly and unsurprisingly, findings of these failures 
accord with what our volunteer doctors have been 
seeing on the hundreds of occasions they have visited 
immigration detainees and seen their medical notes.""  
 11th March. Morning Star : " The study by Baroness 
Nuala O'Loan, which will be released on Friday, 
examined claims of the "systematic abuse" of 300 
refugees [“Outsoucring Abuse” report by Medical 



Justice and others] at the hands of security staff 
employed by the Home Office.” 
 
 12th March. Independent : "Asylum-seekers abused 
by security guards, says report" - "Official investigation 
backs claims first raised by The Independent two years 
ago. Ministers are to review the use of force against 
asylum-seekers by British security guards after a report 
found serious injuries suffered by detainees who had 
been handcuffed or physically restrained. The move 
follows an investigation into allegations of abuse 
involving private firms employed by the Government to 
forcibly remove failed asylum- seekers from the UK. … 
At the time ministers and immigration officials 
dismissed these concerns as groundless. But today 
Nuala O'Loan, the former Northern Ireland Police 
Ombudsman who has investigated the abuse claims, 
said in many of the cases there was, "no evidence of 
consideration of the proportionality of the use of 
handcuffs and leg restraints both before, during and 
after that use of force." 
 
 12th March. Independent : Lord Ramsbotham - "The 
bottom line is that any claim we make to be a civilised 
country should be verified by the way we treat those 
who seek sanctuary here. If the action plan results in 
change the allegations contained in "Outsourcing 
Abuse" will have had a positive effect, which is why 
they were put forward in the first place." 
 
 12th March. Guardian : "Officials failed to investigate 
asylum detainee abuse claims … The woman, a 32-
year-old Cameroonian torture victim, was 
subsequently handcuffed while being taken into the 
operating theatre for surgery, and again after coming 
round from the anaesthetic. On each occasion hospital 
staff asked for the handcuffs to be removed; on each 
occasion their requests were refused. The complaint… 
is among several highlighted in the investigation into 
allegations [in “Outsourcing Abuse”] of physical and 
racial abuse of asylum seekers facing deportation by 
private security guards published today by Lady 
O'Loan.” 
 
 12th March. Guardian : "It's good news that abuse 
against detained asylum seekers is being reviewed. But 
we need to ask why they're detained at all … It was 
commissioned in response to a report by Medical 
Justice, Birnberg Peirce solicitors and NCADC, which 
found systemic abuse" 

 
 12th March.  Diane Abbott MP press release : “This 
report is a cover-up. Baroness O' Loan has cleverly 
played with language to claim there is no evidence of 
'systematic' abuse. But this is because the incidents of 
abuse were so widespread that it is not possible to 
discern a system or a pattern. ...It is a damning verdict 
on the inability of both the Home Office and the UK 
Border Agency to ensure basic human rights for 
immigration detainees, and to run a proper 
independent inquiry." 

 
 12th March. BBC : "A report has criticised the use of 
handcuffs by immigration and security staff to restrain 

asylum seekers.” 
 
 14th March. Observer : "UK 'ignoring' systemic 
evidence of torture among asylum seekers"  - "The 
Medical Foundation For the Care of Victims of Torture 
…  cited figures from the last 18 months showing only 
seven people had been released from detention out of 
250 cases where clinical evidence of abuse had been 
presented. .... Medical Justice has documented at least 
15 recent cases where a detainee claims they were 
assaulted.” 
 
 14th March. Guardian : "Asylum deportation flights 
need rights monitors, EU says"  
 
 16th March.  UKBA FOI response : use of force on 
children; "There have been seven occasions where use 
of force has been necessary against a detainee under 
18 ...we do sometimes encounter situations where 
children, perhaps with the encouragement of their 
parents who do not seek to change their children’s 
behaviour, seek to frustrate their removal by refusing 
to co-operate with staff instructions (e.g. to board an 
aircraft).  This can lead to removals being halted at the 
last minute.  Not only does this undermine UKBA’s 
ability to enforce the Immigration Rules, but it is also 
contrary to the child’s longer-term interest as it can 
lead to increased lengths of detention and prolonged 
uncertainty.” 
 
 19th March.  Open Democracy : "Has Meg Hillier 
gone mad?" - "Home Office minister Meg Hillier took a 
leap into la la land on today’s BBC Daily Politics 
Programme, claiming that if the government stopped 
locking up asylum seekers and their children, then the 
price of trafficked children would rise, putting more 
children at risk of trafficking. I am not making this up."   
 20th March. Independent : "Nigerian man on hunger 
strike died in police shackles at Zurich airport as he was 
being forced towards a plane that was about to deport 
him." 
 
 22nd March. Guardian : "Three doctors working at 
Yarl's Wood immigration detention centre are facing 
investigation by the General Medical Council.” 
 
 22nd March. Independent : “A disabled athlete 
[Medical Justice patient] who has won five gold medals 
for Britain is to be deported to Nigeria tonight after the 
Government refused his 11th-hour plea for clemency." 

 
 24th March. Independent : “Inspectors who visited 
Yarl's Wood immigration removal centre in Bedford 
said they found "concerning incidents" of force being 
used to split or keep families apart before deportation. 
There were also instances of force being used on 
pregnant women and individual children 
... Immigration minister Phil Woolas said ... "The sad 
fact is that some illegal immigrants refuse to comply 
with the decision of the independent courts and return 
home voluntarily. The alternatives to centres like Yarl's 
Wood include putting children into care – which would 
mean separating them from their parents and risking 
increased child trafficking and further illegal 



immigration." 
 

 25th March. Medical Justice working group on 
Children in Detention – public campaigning meeting 
attended by medical experts, lawyers, non-
governmental organisations and activists. 
 
 27th March. Medical Justice Befriender Training Day 
– 27 befrienders participate. 
 
 31st March. Independent : "The deportation of a 
disabled asylum-seeker has been abandoned after 
farcical scenes at Heathrow because immigration 
officers forgot his wheelchair and then had to decide 
whether or not to send him to Lagos without it.  
 

April 2010 
 12th April. Medical Justice public campaign meeting : 
“Challenging inadequate healthcare for detainees” at 
the School of Oriental and African Studies. Speakers 
included Adam Hundt (Pierce Glynn Solicitors), 
Christine Hogg (Health Policy Researcher),Theresa 
Schleicher (Medical Justice) and Dr Frank Arnold 
(Clinical Advisor, Medical Justice). 
 
 15th April. Guardian : "Police probe death at 
immigration removal centre" - "One source told the 
Guardian that the man, who is thought to have had a 
heart attack, had asked for Panadol repeatedly and was 
seen "crawling around the floor in pain" before he 
died. ...The source claimed the man's pleas for help 
were refused by staff at the centre, which is run by the 
private security company G4S for the UK Border 
Agency. ... Dr Frank Arnold, the clinical director of the 
Medical Justice Network, called for the immediate 
closure of Oakington and other similar facilities. "Our 
volunteer doctors have found that the harm being 
caused by immigration removal centres is so 
widespread that the only solution is to close them 
down," he said." 
 
 16th April. Morning Star : "'Close Oakington before 
more die'" – “Medical Justice, a campaign group which 
works closely with asylum-seekers in detention, said 

that it had repeatedly warned the government about 
conditions in Oakington and other centres." 
 
 17th April.  Medical Justice medics training day, 
attended by 33 clinicians, including GP's, 
psychotherapists, FY2 doctors, a dermatologist, an SpR 
in psychiatry, a mental health nurse, a clinical 
psychologist, and a psychiatrist. 
 
 19th April. Independent : "Disabled athlete gets 
deportation reprieve" – “A previous attempt to remove 
Mr Onwubiko [a Medical Justice patient] to Lagos was 
abandoned last month …. It has since emerged that his 
case is still being considered by the High Court … He 
came to the UK in 1994 but was automatically cleared 
for deportation after being jailed in 2007 for driving 
while disqualified." 

 
 
 25th April. The Independent on Sunday Happy List 
2010 - " 100 people who make Britain a better and a 
happier place to live ...Emma Ginn - Co-ordinator for 
Medical Justice - She has written for The Independent 
and regularly comments on human rights abuses in 
Britain's immigration prisons. She started out by 
sheltering asylum seekers at her home near Yarl's 
Wood, Bedfordshire." 
 
 27th April. Guardian : "The imprisonment of children 
in immigration detention centres is wrong, but only the 
Lib Dems are prepared to say as much".

 
 
May 2010 
 
 8th May. 49 befrienders participate in the Medical 
Justice Befrienders Training Day. 
 
 12th May 2010 - Guardian : Coalition Agreement - "A 
cap on immigration and an end to child detention 
immigration controls”. 
 
 12th May. Guardian : Chris Hyman, boss of the 
multinational Serco ; “steward of the nightmare that is 
Yarl's Wood ... It hasn't been doing too well recently. 
There was the fiasco over ill-treatment and hunger 
strikers. ... And three doctors who work there are 
facing investigation by the General Medical Council. 

But Chris is keeping his spirits up ... his pay package 
jumped 34% in 2009 to £1,578,682" 
 
 13th May. The Times : "Detention of asylum-seeker 
children to be scrapped" - "I don't want to remember," 
the child asylum-seeker says. "It was a bad three days." 
Uzair, his 11-year-old brother, was frightened because 
they locked the doors. "It was like a prison," he said." 
 
 14th May. Guardian : "Asylum children will be kept 
out of 'distressing' detention centres"  - "Damian 
Green, the immigration minister … said the coalition 
government was committed to ending child detention 
for immigration purposes and a review of alternatives 



to child detention "including opening a dialogue" with 
charities and others had already begun. "This work has 
already started, because it is in all our interests, 
including those children currently in detention, to do it 
quickly, but to also do it well and safely," 
 
 15th May. UKBA : "Update on child detention" - "It 
would be wrong to prejudge the outcome of this 
review, but the government is committed to looking at 
this issue afresh; the government will not rule any 
proposal in or out at this stage. Immigration removal 
centres which currently hold children with their 
families are Yarl's Wood in Bedfordshire, and Dungavel 
in Scotland and Tinsley House in West Sussex, where 
they are held only for 72 and 24 hours respectively." 
 
 18th May. Guardian Letter - "We must end the 
detention of families" – signatories included Dr 
Jonathan Fluxman, Medical Justice trustee. 
"Paediatricians and psychologists have testified to the 
mental and physical harm caused to children by 
detention.” 
 
 19th May. UKBA : "Children of failed asylum seekers 
will no longer be detained overnight at Dungavel …. 
Families detained in Scotland may undergo initial 
health and welfare screening at the facility but will 
then be moved to Yarl's Wood centre in Bedfordshire 
which has specialist facilities and support services. ... A 
wide range of stakeholder groups, organisations and 
experts will be invited to participate in the review of 
alternatives to child detention." 
 
 19th May. Public Meeting - Death of a Detainee: 
What really happened at Oakington Detention Centre? 
Organised by Cambridge Migrant Solidarity. Speakers 
included Dr Frank Arnold of Medical Justice and Keith 
Best, from the Medical Foundation for the Care of 
Victims of Torture. 
 
 23rd May. Guardian Letter from detained parents : 
"End our children's nightmare" - "We parents in this 
detention centre need to express our concerns about 
our children here detained. We need your help as we 
believe you as leader and participant in this 
government can take action to protect our civil 
liberties and human rights." 
 

 21st May. Medical Justice is challenging UKBAs policy 
that allows the standard 72 hours notice of removal 
directions to be reduced to little or no notice for 
certain categories of cases. At a preliminary oral 
hearing on 21st May 2010 in the High Court, Mr Justice 
Cranston ordered the UKBA to suspend its use of the 
policy. 
 
 24th May. Medical Justice working group on Children 
in Detention public campaign meeting. 
 
 25th May. Guardian : “Judge orders Home Office to 
stop deportations without warning” – “Policy of 
denying people access to justice before they are 
removed challenged by campaign group [Medical 
Justice]. … Immigration lawyers say officials have used 
the policy, introduced in 2007, to swoop late at night 
and escort people to flights leaving only a few hours 
later, meaning they cannot speak to a lawyer and 
challenge the order. In one recent case, a seriously ill 
Cameroon national was arrested at 10.30pm scheduled 
to be put on board a charter flight leaving at 6.30am. A 
friend managed to call the man's solicitor, who in turn 
found a barrister to apply to a duty judge. The judge – 
roused from his bed – granted an injunction at 1.30am, 
calling the manner of the deportation "completely 
unconscionable". 
 
 26th May. Guardian : "A child's eye of life inside 
Yarl's Wood immigration removal centre" By Wells 
Botomani, ex-detainee, now 14 - "The nights are the 
worst in Yarl's Wood. Doors being banged and 
sometimes people crying. You always think they may 
be coming to your door. This fear lives in me, and I 
don't know how to get rid of it. The 65 days I was in 
Yarl's Wood was hell. My plea to this government is 
please think of us children. We do not deserve this 
treatment. We deserve a future." 
 
 27th May. Medical Justice working group on Children 
in Detention meeting – “Though the government has 
announced an intention to end detention of children, 
many feel it's premature to celebrate.  Today a single 
mother and her 8 month old daughter were detained 
in Glasgow. Some say now is exactly the time we need 
to intensify the campaign to ensure child detention is 
actually ended.. 

 
June 2010 
 
 3rd June. Independent : "Darfuri teenager killed 
himself after being told – wrongly – of deportation" 
 
 5th June. Release Carnival against detaining children.  
Organised by the SOAS Detainee Support Group.  
Speakers included Medical Justice. 
 
 7th June. Guardian : "UK to deport child asylum 
seekers to Afghanistan"  - "The UK Border Agency is to 
set up a £4m "reintegration centre" in Afghanistan so 
that it can start deporting unaccompanied child asylum 
seekers to Kabul from Britain." 

 
 10th June. UKBA : Terms of Reference for the Review 
on ending detention of children - "UKBA is undertaking 
a Review and will be engaging with a range of experts 
and organisations. The Review will run for six weeks 
starting on 1 June 2010 and will be led by David Wood, 
Strategic Director, Criminality and Detention Group, UK 
Border Agency.  The findings from the Review will be 
made public." 
 
 13th June.  Medical Justice medics training day – 39 
clinicians booked places, including GPs, a Clinical 



Psychologist, an HIV Community Nurse Specialist, an 
SpR in psychiatry, a Consultant Child & Adolescent 
Psychotherapist, an orthopaedic SpR, a psychiatrist and 
a Paediatrics ST2 doctor.  The training sessions were 
delivered by Medical Justice staff, a consultant 
psychiatrist, an HIV doctor, a number of GPs, a 
Paediatrician and two barristers. 
 
 14th June. Medical Justice public campaign –
 “Separating children and parents for the purposes of 
administrative detention”. Speakers included Dr 
Matthew Hodes (Consultant Child Psychiatrist), Hani 
Zubeidi (Fadiga & Co Solicitors), Malcolm Stevens 
(former Inspector with the Government's Social 
Services Inspectorate) and Theresa Schleicher 
(Referrals Manager, Medical Justice). 
 

 15th June. BBC – “A charity providing help to 
migrants says it has gone into administration because 
of a cash-flow problem caused by changes to the legal 
aid system. Refugee and Migrant Justice says it was left 
waiting up to two years for money. It says more than 
10,000 asylum seekers and trafficking victims, including 
nearly 900 children, could now be left without legal 
representation.” 
 
 15th June. Medical Justice Oxford meeting.  
 
 18th June. Daily Telegraph : "Yarl's Wood 
immigration centre treated children in a shameful 
way"  - "It’s clearer than ever that this centre must be 
closed, says Malcolm Stevens. A shameful account of 
institutional incompetence is delivered by a report 
published this week about Yarl's Wood.”

 
 

July 2010

 
 
 5th July. Independent : "Abused, humiliated and 
abandoned. What really happens when the UK deports 
failed asylum-seekers” – “… Unlike other flights, this 
one didn't appear on any of the airport's departure 
boards. Nor were those on board holidaymakers or 
businessmen. Instead, this secret flight carried 15 
failed asylum-seekers, who were being forcibly 
removed from the United Kingdom by 45 private 
security guards. One of those on board was Yves Yitgna 
Njitchoua, a 34-year-old from Cameroon. ... Four days 
after the incident he was examined by a doctor from 
the charity Medical Justice who found bruising to the 
face and ribs, evidence that Mr Njitchoua had been 
held "tightly around his neck" and a loss of sensation to 
his right wrist. 

 

Dr Charmian Goldwyn concluded: "Overall the 
distribution of the injuries, the severity of the wrist and 
facial injuries are highly consistent with Mr Njitchoua's 
account of assault in Nairobi Airport" ... Jon Burnett, a 
researcher for Medical Justice, says that there are 
cases where escorts have used excessive force and 
points out that their actions are not open to public 
scrutiny. 
 
 6th July. Letter in the Independent - Theresa May : 
"Your cartoon, with its depiction of me donning a Ku 
Klux Klan outfit, was offensive and ill-judged and it 
suggests that you believe the Government's policy on 
immigration to be racist." 
 
 14th July. Medical Justice Working Group on Children 
in Detention meeting. 
 
 21st July. “Nick Clegg's announcement on ending 
detention of children today - Medical Justice welcomes 
today's report as a first step that recognises 
immigration detention damages children and is keen to 
see a detailed announcement with assurances that 
children and their families will not be detained for 
immigration purposes at any other location … Medical 
Justice wants to see a commitment ruling out the 
separation of any family members from one another 
on account of immigration control. We are eager to 
see the announcement followed up by the relevant 



policy changes and a firm commitment that the policy 
changes will not be reversed.” 
 

 
 
 21st July. Anglia TV : "Yarl's Wood [children's unit] 
closure" - Emma Ginn, Co-ordinator of Medical Justice 
and Julian Huppert MP on Anglia TV news. 
 
 21st July. BBC : "Family wing at Yarl's Wood 
detention centre to close" - "... Medical Justice: "We 
agree with Nick Clegg We agree with Nick Clegg that 
detaining children at Yarl's Wood is a 'moral outrage'. 
So too is the continued indefinite and arbitrary 
detention of vulnerable women at Yarl's Wood, 
including torture survivors, pregnant women, victims of 
trafficking and women with serious medical conditions, 
some of whom are denied adequate medical care. We 
believe that the harm being caused by Yarl's Wood is 
so extensive that the only solution is to close it down. 
We therefore call on the government to close Yarl's 
Wood in its entirety today."”. 
 
 21st July. Guardian : "Liberty, said: "The Yarl's Wood 
family unit is a notorious contradiction in terms, where 
children have been incarcerated and mothers driven to 
despair ... Protecting those fleeing persecution is a 
moral and legal obligation. It is no crime to be a 
refugee and certainly no crime to be a child."  A 
spokesman for Medical Justice, a charity that fights for 
adequate health provisions for detainees, said: "We 
agree with Nick Clegg that detaining children at Yarl's 
Wood is a moral outrage."   
 
 22nd July. Independent - "Mr Clegg told MPs in the 
Commons that it was "simply a moral outrage that last 
year the Labour government imprisoned behind bars 
1,000 children who were innocent of any wrongdoing 
whatsoever". Emma Ginn, a spokesman for Medical 
Justice, the charity that has campaigned against the 
detention of children, said: "We agree... that detaining 
children at Yarl's Wood is a 'moral outrage'. So too is 
the continued detention of vulnerable women at Yarl's 
Wood.” 
 
 26th July - Today, in a case brought against UK 
Borders Agency by the charity Medical Justice, the High 
Court quashed the UKBA policy whereby foreign 
nationals can be removed from the UK with little or no 
warning.   
  

 26th July. Guardian : "Deportation fast-track system 
for asylum seekers ruled illegal" - "Emma Ginn, of 
Medical Justice, said the UKBA admitted that the fast-
track removal process was initially used in 24 cases, but 
that the figure has now risen to 145. ...  today, the 
judge rejected the Home Office case. He said the new 
policy failed to ensure that those who received 
reduced periods of notice were able to obtain legal 
advice before they were removed. He declared: "The 
policy is unlawful and must be quashed." Responding 
to the ruling, the Home Office spokesman said: "We 
are disappointed with the court's judgment and we will 
be appealing" 
 
 26th July. Guardian article by Emma Ginn : "Fast-
track deportation ruling protects access to justice" - 
"Snatching people from their bed in the middle of the 
night and bundling them in a van under guard to an 
airport for a flight removing them from the country a 
few hours later, is not something we imagine 
happening in the UK: the land of "fair play" 
 
 26th July. Independent / Press Association : "Fast-
track' deportation policy ruled unlawful" - "The 
decision was a victory for Medical Justice” 
 
 26th July. BBC : "Medical Justice was represented in 
court by legal charity, the Public Law Project (PLP). 
Diane Astin, from PLP, said Monday's ruling was 
"tremendous".  
 
 26th July. BBC Radio 4 6pm news – interview with 
Emma Ginn, Medical Justice co-ordinator. 
 
 26th July. Channel 4 News : "Deportation policy ruled 
unlawful"  
 
 26th July. Morning Star : "The High Court has ruled 
that the government's "fast-tracking" of deportations 
for failed asylum-seekers was unlawful as it denied 
them access to justice. The case was brought by 
Medical Justice” 
 
 27th July. British Medical Journal (BMJ) : "”Medical 
Justice claimed that the UK Border Agency was 
increasingly making use of the policy it introduced in 
March 2007 and extended in January this year" 
 
 27th July. The Sun : "High Court judge in migrant law 
fury" - "A HIGH Court judge sparked outrage yesterday 
by ripping up powers to fast-track illegal immigrants 
out of Britain. UK Independence Party MEP Nigel 
Farage fumed: "There are hundreds of thousands of 
illegal immigrants here. What this judgment does is 
essentially give anybody who has already had their 
claim to stay refused the time to disappear."" 
 
 
 27th July. Daily Telegraph : "a Home Office policy 
allowing fast-track deportations to “maintain order and 
discipline” was unlawful because it could deny failed 
asylum seekers the chance to see a lawyer. ... Emma 
Ginn, Co-ordinator, Medical Justice said: “It felt like the 
policy was designed remove vulnerable people from 



the country in a way that denied them any real chance 
to speak to a lawyer." 
 
 27th July. Independent : "the judge said one case he 
found "disturbing" was that of a teenage girl, known as 
"T", from Eritrea, who was taken from her English 
home by UKBA officers at 4am one morning and – 
unable to contact her lawyers – flown to Italy just 
hours later. ... Emma Ginn, its co-ordinator, said: "… 
Quite apart from the affront to justice, the cost in 
human misery was a source of shame." 

 
 27th July. Independent : Leading article: "Fast-
tracked injustice" - "A judge confirmed the common 
sense view yesterday that it offends against natural 
justice to detain asylum-seekers in the night and then 
bundle them on to a plane without even giving them 
the chance to telephone their solicitor” 
 
 End July 2010 ; Medical Justice and other non-
governmental organisations provide their submissions 
to UKBA Review on ending detention of children. 

 

August 2010 
 
 2nd August. UKBA : "The opening of two new wings 
at Harmondsworth Immigration Removal Centre (IRC) 
will make it Europe's largest.” 
 
 3rd August. Guardian : "Campsfield House detainees 
go on hunger strike"  
 
 7th August. Independent : ""The traumatic toll of 
detention on the children of asylum seekers will be 
exposed in a new report. "State Sponsored Cruelty", 
due to be published by Medical Justice in September, 
found that two-thirds of children became ill or were 
hurt after being held in detention centres.  ... Medical 
Justice reiterated a call by the Scottish Refugee Council 
for the Government to immediately ban the detention 
of children of failed asylum seekers rather than wait for 
the outcome of a Home Office Review.” 
 
 12th August. Medical Justice Working Group on 
Children in Detention meeting 
 
 15th August – Department of Health / UKBA Memo 
of Understanding : Health Care Commissioning in 
UKBA’s Detention Estate. 
 

 
Photo left: “Feast for Freedom” AGM by Ed Goldwyn 
 
 25th August. Medical Justice 2010 Annual General 
Meeting – “Feast for Freedom”, reuniting ex-detainees 
with the volunteer Medical Justice doctors who helped 
get them released. 
 
 August 2010. UNHCR “... the Detained Fast Track 
may be denying a fair and humane asylum procedure 
to some of the most vulnerable people, including 
victims of torture.”

September 2010 
 
 7th Sept.  Medical Justice Evening Seminar For 
Medico-Legal Report-Writers with Matrix Chambers. 
27 participants booked places including GPs, a  
Consultant Psychiatrist in Psychotherapy, a Consultant 
Child & Adolescent Psychotherapist, three Clinical 
Psychologists a PTSD researcher, and a Consultant 
Psychiatrist. There was a doctor, a psychotherapist and 
the legal officer from the Helen Bamber Foundation.  
Three doctors and the legal officer attended from the 
Medical Foundation. Training was given by barristers 
from Matrix Chambers and a solicitor from Birnberg 
Peirce & partners. 
 
 8th Sept. Independent : "Last year alone, more than 
£10 million was spent on hiring private jets and a 
further £18 million was spent on scheduled flights used 
to remove people at the taxpayer's expense." 
 
 9th Sept. Guardian : "Deported Iraqi asylum seekers 
say they were beaten and forced off plane" - "Four of 
them grabbed me to force me off the plane. They 

grabbed my neck and punched me. My eyes went dark. 
I could not see any light. I saw many other refugees 
with blood running down their faces. When I was on 
the steps on the plane they were still boxing me. There 
were a lot of Iraqi police there. They took over from 
the guards when I had got off. Then the Iraqi police 
beat us with their sticks." 
 
 9th Sept. Medical Justice publishes ‘State sponsored 
cruelty’: the immigration detention of children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 9th Sept.  Medical Justice public meeting in the 
House of Commons (see photo below) : ‘State 
sponsored cruelty’ and the next steps to ending the 
immigration detention of children.  Speakers include 
Julian Huppert MP (Chair of the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on Refugees), Mr S, an ex-detainee (detained 



with his partner and children at Yarl's Wood), Dr Sarah 
Wynick (child and adolescent psychiatrist), Jon 
Burnett (Medical Justice researcher and author of 
‘State sponsored cruelty’).  UKBA rejected our 
invitation to provide a speaker. 
 

 
Photo by E. Goldwyn : Mr S, Jon Burnett, Julian Huppert MP 
 
 9th Sept.  Independent : "The Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health, Royal College of 
Psychiatrists and Royal College of General Practitioners 
issued a joint statement ... "we call on the Government 
to make this pledge [to end immigration detention of 
children] a reality, and in particular to do so in a way 
that does not separate families, and that puts the 
welfare of children first." ...Jon Burnett [Research 
worker at Medical Justice], the report's author, said: 
"The fact that UKBA is still detaining children at Yarl's 
Wood despite announcements to the contrary raises 
serious questions about the consistency between the 
will of Government and the actions of UKBA. The 
Government must now show it is in control of UKBA." 
 
 9th Sept.  BBC : "Child immigration detention 'harm' 
documented by medics" - "Jon Burnett, author of the 
report, said the government should accelerate its plans 
to end the detention of children, making good on the 
pledge in coalition agreement. “ 
 
 9th Sept.  Guardian Letter by the Refugee Children's 
Consortium - "Given the shocking medical and legal 
evidence from State Sponsored Cruelty, we urge the 
government to make good its commitment to end the 
detention of children for immigration purposes. 
 
 9th Sept.  BMJ : "Three medical royal colleges have 
backed a call from the charity Medical Justice for the 
government to release immediately any children and 
their families detained for reasons of immigration and 
to close all such facilities.” 
 
 9th Sept.  Guardian : "Government climbdown on 
detention of children in immigration centres"  - 
"Immigration minister Damian Green announces 
intention to 'minimise' detention of children rather 
than end practice ... In the first large-scale investigation 

in the UK, Medical Justice found that many who had 
been locked up suffered psychological and physical 
damage, with symptoms ranging from extreme anxiety 
to bed wetting.” 
 
 9th Sept.  Home Office press release : "Progress 
made on child detention review" - "… on Monday, Mr 
Green used the phrase 'minimise the detention of 
children in the future as a whole.' This has led to 
newspaper reports of a 'climb down'. ... 'We have 
already announced that the family unit at Yarl's Wood 
Immigration Removal Centre will close. … "We will end 
the detention of children for immigration purposes". 
That remains.' Meanwhile, the chief executive of the 
UK Border Agency has responded to a report out today 
by the Medical Justice Foundation. ‘State sponsored 
cruelty’ focuses on the practice of child detention and 
is based on interviews with children. Lin Homer said 
that although the UK Border Agency had requested a 
copy of the report, Medical Justice had declined. ‘As a 
result we are unable to comment specifically on the 
accuracy of the report or the findings,’ she explained." 
 
 9th Sept.  Sarah Teather MP announcement: 
Coalition is committed to ending child detention - 
"There has been some speculation that the 
Government is prepared to walk back on its 
commitment to end child detention. I want to say, 
clearly and on the record, this is not the case. ... Today, 
the charity Medical Justice has published a report 
documenting the physical and psychological harm that 
children suffer in prolonged detention. It makes grim 
reading. ... They also found the majority had physical 
problems that were caused or exacerbated by their 
detention. This will not be allowed to continue. ...  And 
Nick Clegg has already announced the closure of the 
family detention facilities at Yarl’s Wood. The question 
now is how we bring this practice to an end. That is 
what the Government is looking at right now. We have 
to be careful not to rush into this as we are dealing 
with the safety and well-being of often vulnerable 
children and it is essential it is done properly. But rest 
assured it will be done”. Sarah Teather MP (Lib Dem) is 
the Minister of State (Children and Families), Education 
(since 13 May 2010). 
 
 9th Sept.  Barnardo’s Press Office : "Barnardo’s 
response to Medical Justice report" - "We are working 
with the Government to develop alternatives and hope 
that – save possibly for very short periods of detention 
immediately before boarding flights – the Government 
moves swiftly to end the horror of child detention." 
 
 11th Sept. MJ medics training day – 28 doctors 
participated with a view to visiting immigration 
detainees in the future. 
 
 16th Sept. Guardian : "This was state-sponsored 
cruelty last year. It still is" - "Last week the charity 
Medical Justice, whose doctors, lawyers and 
supporters assist detainees in immigration detention 
pro bono, published a report. “ 
 
 24th Sept. Channel 4 : "A senior county court judge 



condemns the treatment of a West African torture 
victim by the Home Office as "outrageous", 
"unforgivable", and "unlawful".  ... Judge Collins, 
however, reserved his most trenchant criticisms for the 
officials who continued to detain her when she arrived 
at Yarl's Wood in a highly distressed state and 
repeating her claims of torture. ... under rule 35 - 
which state that a medical practitioner must file a 
report on the case of anyone suspected of being a 
victim of torture ... What was sent to the Home Office 
was - in the words of Judge Collins - a "pathetic 
apology" of a report ... Channel 4 News has spoken also 
to a 31-year-old former Ugandan soldier who has also 
just sued the Home Office for false imprisonment. 
... Towards the end of his detention, Dr Helen Groom, 
on behalf of a medical charity [Medical Justice], 
examined Francis and found "extensive scars across his 
body". ...His lawyer, Harriet Wistrich, sued the Home 
Office for unlawful detention ... One doctor with 
expertise in assessing torture victims, Dr Frank Arnold, 

clinical adviser to the Medical Justice Network, has 
repeatedly lobbied the Home Office on the issue.  ... Dr 
Juliet Cohen, from the Medical Foundation of the Care 
of Victims of Torture, maintains that there could be at 
least 2000 torture victims being failed by the system 
every year: "It's an absolute disgrace, it's a catch 22 
process which is set up to defeat itself..." 
 
 28th Sept. Guardian ; "Damian Green, for what looks 
like a classic policy U-turn on an issue that will 
undermine the Lib Dems claim to bring moral authority 
to the coalition. ... It would appear that the 
"alternatives" being piloted by UKBA include 
alternative forms of detention. As Medical Justice's 
Emma Ginn said recently: "New schemes supposedly 
aimed at avoiding detention seem to not actually 
exclude detention.” 
 
 30th Sept. Medical Justice Working Group on 
Children in Detention public campaign meeting. 

 

October 2010 
 
 1st Oct. Private Eye - "Instead of calling off the dawn 
raids in which vulnerable families and small children 
are treated like dangerous criminals, the government 
has carried on ‘disappearing’ families in the dark early 
hours. Indeed just before Liberal Democrats checked 
into their Liverpool hotel rooms, two children were 
reported to be locked up in Yarl’s Wood … In what was 
supposed to be a message of support sent to the 
Parliamentary launch of Medical Justice’s report on 
how detention can drive children to suicide and severe 
mental and physical illness, Teather said: ‘We have to 
be careful not to rush into this as we are dealing with 
the safety and well-being of often vulnerable children 
and it is essential it is done properly.’ The medical 
evidence that detention harms children is 
overwhelming, so how Teather can suggest that 
detaining vulnerable children better serves their safety 
than caring for them in the community, makes no 
sense." 
 
 5th Oct. Guardian : " The injustice of indefinite 
detention" - "A man who was locked up for 23 months 
died the day after being released. Two men, one from 
Somalia and one from Zimbabwe, died of terminal 
illnesses shortly after their incarceration ended." 
 
 7th Oct. BBC : "A 39-year-old asylum seeker who died 
at a detention centre in Cambridgeshire was refused 
medicine shortly before his death, an inquest has 
heard. Eliud Nyenze, who was being detained at 
Oakington, asked for paracetamol just before he died 
in April. But the inquest ruled Kenyan Mr Nyenze died 
from natural causes probably caused by an irregular 
heartbeat." 
 11th Oct. Independent ; "A briefing document sent to 
ministers sets out detailed proposals to remove child 
refugees before they reach 17 years old ... Emma Ginn, 
of the charity Medical Justice, said last night: "Many 
unaccompanied children are orphans. Many have 
escaped various forms of slavery, war and being made 

into child soldiers. To deport vulnerable 
unaccompanied children is despicable. To do it to save 
money is indecent ... How we treat asylum-seeking 
children is already uncivilised, but to sink this low 
would cost our international reputation dearly." 
 
 14th Oct. Guardian : "Security guards accused over 
death of man being deported to Angola" - "Witnesses 
on BA flight say Jimmy Mubenga was being heavily 
restrained by guards from private security firm G4S.  … 
... Mubenga and his wife lived in Ilford, Essex, with their 
five children, aged between 16 years and seven 
months. ... Wallis said he heard Mubenga complain: "I 
can't breathe, I can't breathe" for at least 10 minutes 
before he lost consciousness ... "He was muffled 
because they were holding him down," he added. "No 
one was that alarmed by what he was saying. He just 
then went quiet. We were about take off and there 
was an announcement saying that someone on the 
plane was very ill." 
 
 14th Oct. Morning Star : "Detainee dies before 
flight" - "Medical Justice director Emma Ginn said: "We 
have been so concerned about force used on men, 
women and children that we collated a dossier 
[“Outsourcing Abuse”] on nearly 300 cases where force 
was alleged to have been used. Injuries included a 
punctured lung, a dislocated knee and fractured finger. 
A common complaint by detainees is that guards 
obstruct their ability to breath. We have long feared 
that use of force would end in tragedy." 
 



 
 
 14th Oct. Guardian : "Deportation death raises 
questions over 'proportionate force'"  - "In a report 
produced for the Home Office in March this year, Lady 
Nuala O'Loan found complaints about abuse during 
detention were not being properly investigated and 
that private security firms were not adequately 
managing the use of force by their staff. Her inquiry 
was prompted by a report in 2008, in which medical 
practitioners and lawyers documented what they said 
was "widespread and seemingly systematic abuse" of 
detainees being forcibly deported by private 
contractors. O'Loan did not share that particular 
finding.... she clearly sympathised with some concerns 
raised by the report's authors, which included Birnberg 
Peirce, Medical Justice and the National Coalition of 
Anti-Deportation Campaigns. O'Loan looked in detail at 
29 of the 48 cases in which complaints had been made 
and found an inadequate or no investigation at all had 
been carried out by UK Border Agency in 18 cases." 
 

 
 
 15th Oct.  Guardian : "Brutal deportations must 
stop" - "we need to look at ourselves and ask how we 
became a society that will now effect deportations by 
almost any means possible. ... The NGO Medical Justice 
has documented allegations of brutality during 
immigrants' detention and removal” 
 

 15th Oct. Guardian ; "History shows deportees must 
be handled with more care" - "A dossier of more than 
300 incidents, Outsourcing Abuse, put together by 
legal and voluntary organisations, alleging systemic 
abuse of deportees was investigated by a former 
independent Northern Ireland police ombudsman.” 
 
 16th Oct. Independent : "Private security firms 
should face investigation, says former prisons chief" 
- Last night Lord David Ramsbotham described the 
death as "disgraceful" and said the UK Border Agency 
(UKBA) had failed to heed earlier warning signs: "It was 
evident from the dossier [of cases of alleged assault by 
security guards] submitted to the government two 
years ago that this is exactly what would happen. It is 
now imperative that ministers ensure that there is a 
full independent investigation into what happened." 
... Medical Justice, a charity which helped publish the 
dossier of 300 allegations of assault by private security 
firms and immigration officers, confirmed that many of 
the cases included allegations of "choking". 
 
 16th Oct. Guardian : "The death of Jimmy Mubenga: 
Restraint and the state" - "...two years ago concerned 
organisations compiled a dossier [“Outsourcing 
Abuse”] of nearly 300 separate claims of abuse.” 
 

 
 
 18th Oct. Guardian  "Three men have been arrested 
by police in connection with the death of Jimmy 
Mubenga, an Angolan refugee who collapsed while 
being escorted on a flight from Heathrow airport in 
London. ... The three guards worked for G4S, a private 
security firm contracted to escort deportees for the 
Home Office.” 
 
 19th Oct. Morning Star ; "Medical Justice 
campaigners called on Tuesday for the suspension of 
all forced deportations until the truth about the death 
of Angolan refugee Jimmy Mubenga is discovered." 
 
 20th Oct. Guardian : "Death on Flight 77: Would you 
look away?" - "Jimmy Mubenga's death suggests few of 
us would help asylum seekers, even when their life is at 
risk ... Two years ago campaigning charity Medical 
Justice produced a report titled Outsourcing Abuse…” 
 
 21st Oct. Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) : "The Special Rapporteur … 
and the Working Group on the use of mercenaries said 
they are deeply concerned over reports of the death of 



a passenger ... “I hope the fact that British Airways staff 
responsible for safety and security on board did not 
intervene, despite numerous cries for help, is not a 
reflection of a growing indifference to the human 
rights of persons under custody of an authority,” 
 
 23rd Oct. BMA (British Medical Association) : 
"Medicine at the margins" - "Conditions inside 
immigration centres have been criticized by the 
government's own inspector, but a group of volunteer 
medics is making a difference to detainee' health" - 
BMA article about Medical Justice, featuring Dr Miriam 
Beeks and Dr Frank Arnold. 
 
 23rd Oct. Medical Justice Befriender Training & 
Supervision Days – to date, 223 befrienders have 
booked places on the befriender training days. 
 
 27th Oct. Seminar organised by the Children’s Rights 
Alliance England (CRAE) ; “Strategic Litigation for the 
Rights of Children” at Doughty Street Chambers. 
Speakers ; Emma Ginn (Medical Justice), Carolyne 
Willow (CRAE), Alison Pickup (barrister, Doughty Street 
Chambers), Chair - Katy Swaine Williams (CRAE). 
 

 
 
 29th Oct. Guardian ; "G4S security company loses bid 
to renew deportee contract" - "G4S guards were 
arrested after death of Angolan man, but Home 
Office's decision based on cost, says firm. ... A 
document obtained by the Guardian reveals the Home 
Office warned G4S in 2006 that restraint techniques 
used by its guards potentially impeded breathing and 
could result in a fatality. The letter, headed "positional 
asphyxia" – a form of suffocation caused when people 
are placed in dangerous restraint holds – was 
circulated to all G4S staff in 2006 after guards were 

spotted using an unauthorised form of restraint.” 
 
 30th Oct. Independent : "A private security company 
at the centre of a police investigation into the death of 
a 46-year-old Angolan asylum seeker has failed to 
retain its contract with the Home Office. ...Emma Ginn, 
of the charity Medical Justice, said: "Whether UKBA 
dumping G4S in favour of Reliance will make deportees 
safer depends crucially on the terms of the new 
contract” 
 
 30th Oct. The Lancet : "The UK's continued shameful 
neglect of migrants' health" - "… it has come to light 
that people removed to countries where yellow fever 
vaccination is mandatory for entry are not given the 
vaccine. ... Last month, the charity Medical Justice 
summarised its findings on mistreatment of children in 
detention centres in its report ‘State Sponsored 
Cruelty’: Children in immigration detention. Among 50 
children facing removal, there was inadequate 
immunisation or administration of incorrect 
prophylactic drugs." 
 
 30th Oct. Independent : "A disturbing insight into 
G4S's tactics" - "A Zimbabwean asylum seeker whose 
deportation from Britain was halted after his wrist was 
broken while he was being restrained by security 
guards is to be flown back to Africa tomorrow on a 
British Airways plane. …. The UKBA report which Mr 
Mlotshwa received this month describes some of his 
bruising and scarring as "self-inflicted" …The report 
reads: "It is indisputable that your left wrist was broken 
at some time during your restraint on the aircraft ... 
your description of the officer holding and twisting 
your hand with one hand whilst punching and jabbing 
your neck and attempting to strangle you with his 
other hand seems questionable. By your own account 
you said you were still screaming and the officer was 
telling you to shut up while assaulting you." The Home 
Office investigator dismissed Mr Mlotshwa's complaint: 
"I am satisfied ... the officers have provided a more 
credible and accurate account of what occurred on the 
aircraft." 
 
 31st Oct. Morning Star : “Campaigners condemned 
the planned deportation of a Zimbabwean national 
who fears his life is at risk ... incidents of alleged abuse 
and excessive restraint of deportees have been 
documented by campaign group Medical Justice” 

 
 
November 2010 
 
 2nd Nov. Home Affairs Committee question G4S on 
enforced removals. 
 
 2nd Nov. Guardian : "Jimmy Mubenga security firm 
says force 'last resort' in deportations" - "Guards abide 
by philosophy of 'care, humanity and decency', G4S 
director tells select committee ... Banks said all G4S 
guards were trained in the dangers of positional 
asphyxia and denied any of its approved techniques 
involved pushing detainees' heads between their legs, 

saying the only technique used involved "lifting their 
head up"." 
 
 3rd Nov. Cambridge News : "MP stops torture victim 
being deported" -  "... Over the following 10 days he 
was beaten and tortured and left with wounds to his 
back and bites to his chest. On his release last August, 
he fled to the UK and was treated at hospital for his 
injuries before being taken to an immigration 
detention centre. Mr P originally sought asylum in Italy 



in 2003 after fears for his safety because of his father’s 
nationality; but two years later he was returned to his 
home country where he was jailed for 16 months and 
beaten and tortured. The UK Border Agency had 
ordered Mr P to be sent back to Italy but there were 
fears that he would be returned once again by the 
Italian authorities to his home country. Mr Huppert 
asked Dr Frank Arnold, a founder of the Medical Justice 
Network and an expert in cases of wounding and 
scarring, to examine Mr P.” 
 
 4th Nov. Morning Star : "Cabin crews 'should refuse 
deportation'" - " ... A Virgin spokeswoman refused to 
comment. But Medical Justice spokeswoman Emma 
Ginn said airlines and aircrews had the power to refuse 
to fly deportees.” 
 
 8th Nov. Guardian : "Home Office confirms new delay 
in implementation of key government pledge and says 
practice of detaining children will continue until March 
at the earliest ... "We are not fixing a date before we 
have an alternative process in place because that could 
jeopardise the integrity of our border control and the 
welfare of children," said a UKBA spokeswoman." 
 
 9th Nov. New Statesman : "Child detention could be 
supervised by "family panels"" - "Lord Ramsbotham, a 
member of an independent group set up to find 
alternatives to detaining children, says panels including 
health professionals and charity workers could identify 
the most humane ways to remove young people from 
the UK. "Family panels would decide exactly how 
removals would take place … The way the actual 
removal is handled wouldn't just be handed over to the 
authorities. There would be civilised oversight." Lord 
Ramsbotham said children might have to be detained 
for short periods immediately prior to deportation but 
said "common sense" options should replace the 
current policy of holding them in detention centres, 
though he did not give details of the proposed new 
arrangements." 
 
 9th Nov. Home Affairs Committee question Lin 
Homer (UKBA Chief Exec.) on enforced removals. 
 
 12th Nov. BBC : "Dead deportee Jimmy Mubenga's 
family call for inquiry" - "Jimmy Mubenga's family have 
begun a march from the Angolan Embassy to the Home 
Office, in central London. They will deliver a letter to 
the Home Office calling for an inquiry into claims of 
force used in deportation." 
 
 12th Nov. Guardian Letter from 11 peers : "Child 
detention – we are still waiting" - "Six months ago 
today the coalition government promised to end 
detention of children for immigration purposes. Yet 
children are still being held in detention, despite clear 
evidence that this is harmful. 
 
 12th Nov. Guardian Letter ; "Tragedy of Mubenga" -  
"Decency dictates that there be a suspension of the 
use of force in deportations, while a parliamentary 
committee conducts an inquiry … UKBA must restore 
some dignity by granting the wife and children of 

Jimmy Mubenga indefinite leave to remain in the UK, 
not least to enable them to participate in the 
inquiries."  Signed by Deborah Coles Inquest, Emma 
Ginn Medical Justice, Adalberto Miranda Union of 
Angolans in the UK, Harriet Wistrich Birnberg Peirce & 
Partners, Victoria Brittain, Liz Fekete Institute of Race 
Relations, Frances Webber, Herman Ouseley, David 
Edgar, Dr Richard Stone Panel member, Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry, David Lammy MP 
 
 12th Nov. Letter to Home Secretary calling for an 
inquiry into force during deportations, signed by 
INQUEST, Medical Justice, Union of Angolans, Jeremy 
Corbyn MP, David Lammy MP. Dr Richard Stone OBE. 
 
 13th Nov. Medical Justice Befriender Training & 
Supervision Days – 57 befrienders book a place. 
 
 16th Nov. Guardian : "Lib Dems are keeping their 
promises on child detention" By Tom Brake MP (Lib 
Dem) - "[Damian] Green [Immigration Minister] has 
indeed stated that he would like to see the end of child 
detention this year. But this aim should be seen as a 
source of optimism, rather than an opportunity to 
criticise the Liberal Democrats. ... We recognise that, 
above moral arguments, there is good reason to be 
concerned about the potential implications for the 
health of detained children, as has been illustrated by 
medical reports such as that recently produced by 
Medical Justice." 
 
 23rd Nov. Medical Justice working group on Children 
in Detention pubic campaign meeting. 
 
 29th Nov. Public meeting in the House of Commons 
organised by INQUEST and Medical Justice : Issues 
arising from the death of Jimmy Mubenga during 
deportation. Chair : Lord Ramsbotham, former HM 
Inspector of Prisons. Speakers; Jimmy Mubenga family 
member, Mark Scott (Bhatt Murphy Solicitors), Dr 
Frank Arnold (medical advisor to the Medical Justice 
network) and Deborah Coles (INQUEST) 
 

 
 
 29th Nov. Guardian : “A Zimbabwean asylum-seeker 
(photo above), whose deportation from Britain was 
halted when his wrist was broken while he was being 
restrained by security guards, has been released from 
detention after intervention by the South African 
government.” 
 29th Nov. Channel 4 - “Dispatches : The Kids Britain 
Doesn't Want“ – “Through the stories of a 10-year-old 
Iranian boy, a 16-year-old Afghan and a 22-year-old 
Ugandan woman, Dispatches explores the experiences 
of young people who have been brutalized by the 
British asylum system. This is the story of the kids 
Britain doesn't want.” – some of the people featured 
were Medical Justice patients. 



 
 29th Nov. UKBA response to Dispatches programme - 
Includes David Wood, Strategic Director of Criminality 
and Detention at the UK Border Agency "We do not 
accept that individuals are treated in a heavy-handed 
manner and an independent report by Baroness Nuala 
O'Loan in March this year found no evidence to 
support this allegation." 
 30th Nov. Guardian : "TV review: Dispatches: The 
Kids Britain Doesn't Want" - "It opened with footage of 
Clegg speaking in parliament – back in the days before 
the election when he still had principles he believed in 

– about asylum seekers under 18 being banged up in 
UK detention centres. "If the Liberal Democrats get in," 
he said, "the practice will stop immediately." ... But 
what was just as shocking was seeing that the UK 
Border Agency clearly works on the assumption of 
guilty until proved guilty. So Mehrshad's teddy was slit 
open in a search for passports and left disembowelled 
in his bedroom; documentary evidence from the British 
ambassador in Afghanistan supporting Mohibullah was 
ignored; Mary was deported despite  clear medical 
evidence of her ordeal."

 

December 2010 
 
 2nd Dec. Citizens UK / Reference Group report on 
Ensured Returns – “... Children should not be locked up 
and should be free to come and go from any 
supervised accommodation, if necessary with support 
worker or civil society accompaniment to ensure their 
safety. This principle must be observed even where in a 
particular case (in accordance with a Family 
Panel-approved plan) adult members of the family may 
have to be denied free entry and exit in order (for 
example) to prevent repeated absconding."  

 
Photo : Garden Court Chambers 13th Dec 
 
 13th Dec. Medical Justice public campaigning 
meeting – Children in detention at Garden Court 
Chambers (photo above). Speakers ; Jeremy Corbyn 
MP, Dr Matthew Hodes (Consultant Child Psychiatrist), 
Theresa Schleicher (Casework Manager at Medical 

Justice) and Laura Dubinsky (barrister, Doughty Street 
Chambers). 
 16th Dec. UKBA : announcing the outcomes of review 
into ending the detention of children  - "Yarl's Wood 
Immigration Removal Centre will close to children with 
immediate effect today. ... a new form of pre-
departure accommodation. ... the site will be secure 
but respect family privacy and independence. Stays will 
be for up to 72 hours except in exceptional 
circumstances where stays will be strictly limited to a 
maximum of one week ... with third sector providers 
playing a key role.  We will allow children to have the 
opportunity to leave the premises subject to a risk and 
safeguarding assessment and suitable supervision 
arrangements. We will also give third sector 
organisations the opportunity to participate in running 
this new accommodation." 
 
 16th Dec. Guardian : "Charities accuse Nick Clegg of 
'rebranding detention' over children of asylum 
seekers"  - "Emma Ginn, a coordinator for Medical 
Justice, said: "We're really disappointed to hear about 
the continued detention of children despite the 
medical evidence over the physical and mental damage 
to children that the Home Office have not disputed.” 
 
 20th Dec. Set up by Dr Frank Arnold, Medical Advisor 
to Medical Justice, the petition “Stop the 
Administrative Detention of Children and Families” is 
signed by 531 doctors. 

 
January 2011 
 
 15th Jan. Medical Justice Medics Training Day – 47 
clinicians participated. 

 
 12th Jan. Medical Justice Working Group on Children 
in Detention meeting. 



“Max Datasystem

 
Photo : Dr Goldwyn, before Max (left), and after (right). 

In 2010 we developed the technical specification for 
the Max datasystem, which is set to transform our 
ability to produce medical evidence of the toxic effect 
of immigration detention on health. Max will enable 
better case management of victims of torture and sick 
detainees and will deliver robust, independent 
evidence that can be used to defend the human rights 
of detainees and improve their circumstances. 
 
Medical Justice casework needs a lot of data 
management, and our campaigning and litigation work 
relies on meticulously researched information. Our 
work is highly regarded yet few know that we have 
been struggling along with no computer system.  We 
deal with 1,000 detainees a year and we are the only 
organisation that focuses on the provision of 
healthcare in detention.  This means our casework 
records form a vast and unique repository of medical 
evidence which could be used to challenge inadequate 
healthcare in detention, but we have had no 
automated method to extract the data. 
  
So we developed Max, a computer system which will 
enable us to analyse our data in a fraction of the time it 
takes us now.   This work was very ably led by Jon 
Burnett and then taken over, equally ably, by Emma 
Stevens in January 2011. 
 
Max will allow us to identify trends and document 
abuses very quickly so that we can draw attention to 
issues real-time rather than several months later. Dr 
Goldwyn will not have to plough through arch-lever 
files for data anymore.  Max will also allow us to be 
more efficient in assisting individual detainees, by 
storing their data reliably and in an easily accessible 

form, while maintaining strict confidentiality. 
Even though the cost of Max is high relative to the size 
of Medical Justice, in the end we felt the question was 
more of how we could justify not developing a system 
like Max. We feel the investment is very worthwhile 
and will serve the aims of Medical Justice for years to 
come. How else could we store, manage and analyse 
such large amounts of complex information.  
 
"We handle 1,000 referrals a year. It will probably be 
more next year. To do justice to these cases, we need a 
proper case-management system." 
Theresa Schleicher, Casework Manager 
  
"Max enables us to better track outcomes for detainees 
- this will help encourage more doctors to volunteer and 
visit detainees" 
Dr. Jonathan Fluxman, GP, Medical Justice trustee 
  
"To demonstrate to the courts that a particular denial 
of rights is widespread and not limited to a specific 
detainee or a specific detention centre, we need to 
prove it.  Audit data generated from Max, coupled with 
in-depth analysis developed into dossiers and research 
reports can help win legal cases.  Our research is vital 
to our successful challenges of UKBA's policies. Medical 
Justice is making an intervention next month by 
submitting a dossier of the medical abuse of 35 HIV+ 
detainees in a case in the Court of Appeal.  Without 
Max, production of our dossiers has been painfully 
slow.  Max means we can speed up.  Max will generate 
the accurate data needed about medical abuse and it's 
toxic effects on detainees' health that stands up to 
scrutiny." 
Alex Goodman, barrister, Medical Justice trustee 
  
"Medical Justice sent a doctor to visit me.  I was 
released after the doctor wrote a medico legal report 
for me. I am still traumatised by detention in the UK, 
but comforted to know that the abuse I suffered was 
documented and will be used in a dossier, raising 
awareness and bringing lasting change." 
Ex-Detainee 
 
Paying for the Max datasystem 
We paid for more than half of the costs in 2010.  We 
are still running a financial appeal to cover the rest.  
We very much welcome any donations. 

 

Policy work  
Medical Justice has an effective profile of medical and 
legal expertise, coupled with grass-roots activism.  We 
have the ability to identify harmful practice, facilitate 
legal challenge of it, and help vulnerable detainees to 
exercise their legal and medical rights – within a few 
hours when necessary.  Where possible, we go on to 
pursue permanent policy changes using evidence from 
our case-work.  We monitor UKBA’s frequent inability 
to implement its own policies. 

Through communication with UKBA and their 
contractors in the past, we have effected change in 
policy and procedures that make detention somewhat 
less damaging for detainees.  Policies changed include: 
“Rule 35 Reports on Special Illnesses and Conditions”, 
“Weighing and Treatment of Babies”, “Transfer of 
Detainees Without Medical Notes”, “Recording of 
Injuries” and the policy regarding the provision of anti-
malarial for pregnant women and young children. 



The development of Medical Justice

 

Photo by Jenny Matthews : Harris Nyatsanza, House of 
Commons 
 
How Medical Justice was founded 

Harris Nyatsanza is a Zimbabwean torture survivor 
who was detained in 2005. When he became too 
weak to walk during a prolonged hunger-strike, 
Harmondsworth refused to take him to hospital. A 
visitor contacted an independent doctor – Frank 
Arnold - who intervened. Only after a High Court 
order was Harris released to hospital, handcuffed, 
on day 28 of his hunger-strike. After he recovered, 
he and the doctor brought together a handful of ex-
detainees and activists for a "campaign" meeting. 
The group called itself Medical Justice.  
 
Medical Justice rented an office room in 2007 

Medical Justice is a network of doctors, lawyers, ex-
detainees and activists. We are the only 
organisation dealing with denial of adequate 
healthcare to immigration detainees. In 2007 
Medical Justice rented a small office room in a 
building in London and employed our first paid 
worker in July 2008.   

Medical Justice became a registered charity in 
2009  

We are extremely grateful to Allen & Overy 
Solicitors who kindly handled our application to the 
Charities Commission on a pro bono basis. Charity 
status made a significant difference to our funding 
prospects. 

Medical Justice growth in 2010 

We employed our second worker (Theresa 
Schleicher) in September 2009, followed by the 

third one (Jon Burnett) in October 2009 and our 
fourth (Emma Stevens) in 2010. 
The vast majority of our work is done by a 
network of about 30 regular volunteers, 
including ex-detainees  
Medical Justice is an organisation built on the 
extraordinary generosity of everyone involved in 
working with it, on people’s simple kindness to 
others and on a shared belief in human dignity and 
freedom. The amount of work we do and the 
number of detainees we reach and with such 
modest resources is staggering. 
 
Most of the detainees we deal with are later 
released and many go on to get leave to remain in 
the UK. Many ex-detainees stay connected with 
Medical Justice and some volunteer in one capacity 
or another.  Although Harris now works for Oxfam, 
he remains on the Management Committee.  It is our 
aim that our team usually includes an ex-detainee 
when we are meeting decision-makers and people 
who wield influence. 
 
The majority of our volunteers are medics, but in 
2010, Theresa Schleicher and Emma Stevens further 
developed a pool of volunteer interpreters. Jon 
Burnett assembled two teams of volunteer 
researchers to work on dossiers about harm done to 
children through immigration detention, and the 
treatment of HIV+ detainees. 
. 
 

MJ Oxford 
The Oxford Branch was set up in 2005 in 
association with Asylum Welcome and Bail for 
Immigration Detainees. It has a mailing list includes 
clinicians, academics, students and local activists. 
Four local doctors are available to make visits to 
Campsfield House, receiving referrals from the 
national network.  
  
Branch meetings are held twice a year. As a branch 
it has been involved in recruiting and supporting 
doctors to visit Campsfield Detention Centre and 
works with others to help improve healthcare 
provided in Campsfield.  
  
Discussion and information sessions have been 
undertaken with volunteer visitors in Asylum 
Welcome to help them identify health needs and 
make appropriate referrals to Medical Justice. 



Collaboration / dissemination 

 
Photo by Ed Goldwyn : Medical Justice Medics Training Day 

One of Medical Justice’s distinct characteristics is its 
ability to respond rapidly to urgent needs and its 
willingness to combine casework with a 
campaigning role.  We are a grass-roots 
organisation that can involve volunteer medical 
professions, activists and ex-detainees alike.  

Getting involved with Medical Justice 

 Medics - can visit immigration detainees and/or 
assist remotely.  We hold Medical Justice medics 
training days about 4 times a year. 

 Lawyers - Medical Justice always needs to link 
detainees with lawyers willing to represent 
them, pro-bono where necessary. 

 Supporters - could visit immigration detainees 
and make referrals to medical Justice. 

 
Medical Justice public campaign meetings 

These meetings are a chance for ex-detainees, 
befrienders, doctors, lawyers and others to discuss 
common concerns and initiate new collaborations. 
 
Working group on children in detention in 2010 

Organised by Medical Justice and attended by 
medical professionals, lawyers, visitors to 
immigration detainees, journalists.  The working 
group met 7 times in FY2011 ; 11th February 2010, 
25th March 2010, 27th May 2010, 14th July 2010, 
12th August 2010, 23rd November 2010 and 12th 
January 2011. 
 
2010 Medical Justice public campaign meetings ; 

1. Jan 12th – “Planning a response to the 
government's consultation on the Immigration 
Bill” 

2. Feb 15th – “Self-harm in Detention” at the School 
of African & Oriental Studies (SOAS)   

3. April 12th – “Challenging inadequate healthcare 
for detainees” at SOAS   

4. June 14th - “Separating children and parents for 
the purposes of administrative detention” at 
SOAS 

5. June 15th - Medical Justice Oxford meeting.  

6. August 25th - Annual General Meeting ; “Feast for 
Freedom” at the Andover Community Centre 

7. Sept. 9th - ‘State sponsored cruelty’ launch at the 
House of Commons 

8. Nov. 29th – “Issues arising from the death of 
Jimmy Mubenga” at the House of Commons 

9. Dec 13th -  Children in detention at Garden Court 
Chambers.  

 

Medical Justice aims to empower others 

Medical Justice seeks to empower others to help 
detainees regarding medical aspects of their case. 
We have on-line “how-to” guides explaining policy 
changes and new case-law, and how this can be 
used in practice to help a detainee with their case – 
e.g. a guide on the treatment of HIV+ detainees and 
the policy on the provision of anti-malarials. 
 
“How-to guides”, news articles, reports, and notices 
of our training days and events are packaged into 
email bulletins sent to our growing mailing list of 
3,000+ recipients, and on into wider advocacy 
networks.  In 2009 we issued 71 email bulletins 
which drive users to our comprehensive website.  In 
November 2010, 0ur website got 202,155 hits with 
an average daily hit rate of 6,738. 
 
Medical Justice partners in 2010 included 

Yarl’s Wood Befrienders, Bail for Immigration 
Detainees, Refugee Council, London Detainee 
Support Group, Gatwick Detainee Welfare Group, 
Asylum Welcome, Asylum Aid, the Refugee 
Children’s Consortium, Crossroads Women’s Centre, 
the Institute of Race Relations, the National 
Coalition of Anti-deportation Campaigns, SOAS 
Detainee Support Group, MIND, Medact, the Helen 
Bamber Foundation, the Medical Foundation for 
care of victims of torture, Medecins du Monde, 
Medsin, Immigration law Practitioners Association, 
INQUEST, Bhatt Murphy Solicitors, Birnberg Peirce 
& Partners, Fadiga & Co, Bindmans Solicitors, Fisher 
Meredith Solicitors, Pierce Glynn Solicitors, Sutovic 
& Hartigan Solicitors, Civil Action for Immigration 
Detainees, Deighton Guedalla Solicitors, Hickman & 
Rose Solicitors, Allen & Overy Solicitors, the Public 
Law Project, and barristers from 36 Bedford Row 
Chambers, 1 Pump Court, Tooks Chambers, 4-5 
Gray’s Inn Square, Matrix , Garden Court Chambers, 
Doughty Street Chambers, and others. 



Ending the immigration detention of children

 
 
In last year’s annual report, I noted surprise that 
Liberal Democrat leader Nick Clegg described the 
immigration detention of children as “state 
sponsored cruelty” and the government’s ability “to 
cover up such a morally reprehensible practice”.  I 
said in that report “I can only hope that I don’t find 
myself writing in the 2010 Annual Report that 
Clegg’s character transpired to be somewhat fickle 
and his rhetoric hollow” …. oh dear. 
 
In the Coalition Agreement on 12th May 2010, the 
new government promised to end the immigration 
detention of children.  
 
Yet the week Medical Justice published it’s report 
‘State sponsored cruelty’: the immigration detention 
of children’ on 9th September 2010, children were 
still being detained. 
 
‘State sponsored cruelty’ presented the findings of 
the first large-scale investigation in the UK into the 
severe  physical and psychological harms 
consolidated by and/or caused by the detention of 
children. The report draws on medical and legal 
evidence gathered and generated by independent 
doctors assessing 141 children and exposes medical 
negligence, medical abuse, and structural harm.  
 
The findings were endorsed by the Royal Colleges of 
GPs, of Psychiatrists and Paediatrics.  The UK 
Borders Agency have not disputed the findings. 
 
Even though the government promise to end the 
detention of children, they haven’t. It has merely 
been re-branded ; whilst the notorious Yarl’s Wood 
immigration removal centre has stopped detaining 
children, facilities to detain children at Tinsley 
House have been increased and a new “pre-removal 
accommodation centre” where children and families 
will be detained in a short-term holding (detention) 
facility to be run by Barnardo’s and G4S. 
Liberal Democrat MP, Sarah Teather, who is the 
Minister of State at the Department for Education, 
sent a note to be read out at or launch of the State 
Sponsored Cruelty” report.  We were somewhat 
perplexed as we felt she had anticipated that it 

would be welcomed by those gathered who, largely, 
want the detention of children to actually end. 
 
Sarah Teather’s note said that detention of children 
“will not be allowed to continue”, yet it was 
continuing, and still is. 
 
The note also said “We have to be careful not to 
rush into this as we are dealing with the safety and 
well-being of often vulnerable children and it is 
essential it is done properly.” Given the medical 
evidence, which Teather welcomed, that detention 
harms children, we asked for clarification on why 
thought detaining vulnerable children better serves 
their safety and well-being than not detaining them.  
We never received an answer to that question. 
 
Later, in November, Liberal Democrat MP, Tom 
Brake, wrote an article in the Guardian claiming 
that his party were keeping their promises on 
ending child detention yet revealed that children 
are still being detained. Within his own article, the 
government "promise" to end the detention of 
children was downgraded to an "aim", and ended up 
as a "source of optimism".  
 
Meanwhile, during 2010, UKBA conducted a 
“Review” of the alternatives to the detention of 
children.  Many orgaisations who took precious 
time to make submissions felt they had not been 
listened to. A “working group” of charities was set 
up that met many times amongst itself and with 
UKBA.  The findings of the “working group” had 
been considerably diluted in the hope that UKBA 
would co-sign the document.  But, unsurprisingly, 
UKBA did not agree.  Many of the “working group” 
members felt their time had been wasted.   
 
The proposal that UKBA did seem to take up came 
from a “Reference Group” led by Citizens UK, who 
organised a press conference for Nick Clegg on 16th 
December where it was announced that “pre-
departure accommodation” would be build and 
operated by Barnardo’s and G4s.     
 
The “pre-departure accommodation” at Pease 
Pottage is a detention facility and UKBA confirm 
that it will be operated under the Short-Term 
Holding Facility Rules.  UKBA say that children can 
only be detained at Pease Pottage near Gatwick for 
7 days.  Yet they have not ceded any of their powers 
to detain children indefinitely.  Many are sceptical ; 
UKBA claimed Yarl’s Wood was only ever used as a 
“last resort” and in “exception circumstances”, yet 
children were detained there for months on end.   
 
G4S will run Pease pottage and can use force against 
children and families.  G4S has become particularly 
notorious since October when a deportee died 
having been restrained by three G4S guards who 
are currently on police bail pending possible 
manslaughter charges. The facility has a 2.5 metre 
fence with electric gates with perspex covers so that 
protesters can’t chain themselves to them. Capacity 



will be between 2,200 and 5,300 detainees a year. 
There are 44 bed spaces in 9 self-contained 
accommodation units.  One unit is reserved for 
families at risk of suicide, and one for keeping 
difficult people in isolation. Healthcare is sub-
contracted by UKBA to G4S who may sub-contract 
further to another private company. Pease Pottage 
is definitely no place for a child. 
 
UKBA admit that as an alternative to detaining 
children, they wanted to arrest them with no notice 
and take them straight to the airport under guards 
and put them on deportation flights ; their zero-
notice removals policy.  Medical Justice challenged 
this policy and own – the High Court ruled it 
unlawful.  But UKBA are appealing in the Court of 
Appeal – they still want to use this policy and are 
spending money fighting for it. 
 

 
 
Launch of State Sponsored Cruelty” 

The report was launch with tri-partite backing, with 
Forewords written by Julian Huppert MP (Lib 
Dems), Jeremy Corbyn MP (Labour) and Peter 
Bottomley (Conservative).  
 
“State Sponsored Cruelty” report findings 

Key findings of this report ; 141 cases are featured 
in this report involving children detained between 
2004 and April 2010. These children spent a mean 
average of 26 days each in immigration detention. 
One child had spent 166 days in detention, over 
numerous separate periods, before her third 
birthday. 48% of the children in this report were 
born in the UK. The report found that: 

 74 children were psychologically harmed. 
Symptoms included bed wetting and loss of 
bowel control, heightened anxiety, and food 
refusal. 34 children exhibited signs of 
developmental regression, and six children 
expressed suicidal ideation either whilst in or 
after they were detained. Three girls attempted 
to end their own lives. 

 23 children would not eat food for a period of 
time. UKBA have admitted that some detainees 
were being offered food beyond its ‘best before’ 
date. Some children lost significant amounts of 
weight. 

 48 children were reported to have witnessed 
violence, mostly during attempts to remove 
them from the UK, and 13 were physically 
harmed as a result of violence in detention. 

 92 children had physical health problems which 
were exacerbated, or caused by immigration 
detention, including fever, vomiting, abdominal 
pains, diarrhoea, musculoskeletal pain, and 
coughing up blood. 50 of these children were 
reported to have received inadequate healthcare 
in detention including failures to recognise 
medical needs, failures to make appropriate 
referrals, and delays in treating. Some children 
were left in severe pain. 

 Despite official guidelines that children should 
be given appropriate protection from infectious 
diseases such as malaria, malaria, tuberculosis, 
and yellow fever, there were concerns in 50 
cases about failures in this respect. Some 
children were alleged to have been administered 
inappropriate and dangerous malarial 
prophylaxis in attempts to ensure their removal 
from the country.  

 73 adults were reported to have been suffering 
to such an extent that it was affecting their 
ability to care for their children. Many of these 
parents were assessed by independent doctors 
who verified injuries consistent with claims of 
torture. Numerous parents expressed suicidal 
ideation and were self-harming. 

 38 children were separated from their families, 
sometimes after parents were put in isolation 
having voiced concerns about the way their 
children were being treated. Some children were 
removed from their parents and taken into care 
whilst their parents were detained. Some 
parents were separated from their children for 
weeks. 

 
“‘State Sponsored Cruelty’: Children in immigration 
detention” sets out why the detention of children 
must be abolished immediately, and subjects to 
scrutiny harmful measures which be used to 
remove children in the future. 
 

 



Litigation  
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High Court victory in zero-notice challenge  

In 2010, Medical Justice’s legal work focused on a 
legal challenge against the Home Office’s policy of 
giving zero-notice to certain categories of people 
before they were removed from the UK.   
 
Background to the challenge  

The general rule is that when a person is going to be 
removed from the UK, that person is given 72 hours 
notice of the removal. This allows a window in 
which detainees can prepare themselves mentally 
for the trip to a country they might not have seen 
for many years. >>> Justin, can we swap to be a 
secondary reason rather than the first reason 
mentioned, and the access to lawyer as the primary 
reason ?<<< Medical Justice often deals with 
detainees who are being 'returned' to countries 
where they may have been born but left whilst they 
were still young children. For those who are British 
in all but immigration status, there is often a 
language and cultural barrier.  
 
Furthermore, this 72-hour period also allows legal 
representations to be made, which often cancel the 
removal directions. Many detainees do not have a 
lawyer and finding a solicitor who is ready, willing 
and able to work out-of-hours is usually very 
difficult. Lin Homer, former Chief Executive of 
UKBA, in a letter to the Immigration Law 
Practitioners Association described the 72 hour 
notice period as 'quite tight'.  
 
In 2007, two exceptions to the general 72 hours rule 
were introduced. These exceptions were 
substantially widened in 2010. From Medical 
Justice's perspective, there was a great deal of 
concern because people who were included within 
these exceptions were people who were categorised 
as a suicide-risk and unaccompanied children. 
 
In practice, this would mean that immigration 
officials would descend in the early hours, bundle a 
person into a van and take them to an airport to be 
removed immediately. However, certain 
'safeguards' were introduced although these were 
loosely worded and did not appear to do a great 
deal to mitigate the lack of any real opportunity to 
access a solicitor. It was on this basis that Medical 
Justice decided to challenge the zero-notice policy.  
 

 
The challenge itself 

Before the main hearing, we were able to get an 
injunction to suspend the policy in the interim.  This 
put us in the driving seat and when the main 
hearing came around in June 2010, we argued that 
the zero-notice policy violated the constitutional 
right of access to justice. 
 
The strength of our case was a substantial amount 
of evidence produced by Medical Justice and other 
organisations such as the Immigration Law 
Practitioners Association (ILPA) and the Law 
Society which demonstrated that there was a 
proven risk of injustice in the policy as it did not 
allow effective access to the courts.   
 
The judge accepted our evidence and on this basis, 
the policy was quashed and our challenge was 
successful.  
 
The appeal  

Unsurprisingly, the Home Office has appealed. The 
appeal is still in its early stages, and the Home Office 
do not seem to be in much of a hurry >>> Justin, is it 
helpful to say this ?<<<. This is good as it merely 
extends the period of time before any appeal and so 
the policy remains quashed.  Not just good for MJ 
but for detainees! 
 
<<< Justin, can we add this bit in pink below ?<<< 
Our lawyers 

Medical Justice was very ably represented by Public 
Law Project (Sonal Ghelani). Counsel instructed ; 
Dinah Rose QC (Blackstone Chambers) and 
Charlotte Kilroy (Doughty Street Chambers).  
Medical Justice is extremely grateful to all three.  In 
particular, the case would not have been possible 
without Sonal Ghelani having challenged the policy 
through various means over a number of years, long 
before Medical Justice became involved. 
 
Reflections 

This case was Medical Justice’s first full foray into 
the courts and it has – so far – been a success and an 
important learning experience. Not only has the 
case has important impacts for some of the most 
vulnerable people in the immigration system but it 
has put a thorn in the side of UKBA who are always 
looking to cut legal-corners. >>> Justin, I am sure 
this is true, and I like us saying it, but is it helpful to 
say this ?<<< There are three points I would briefly 
mention:  
 
First, Medical Justice’s experience of legal work has 
been an important learning process and, as an 
organisation, we are developing an understanding 
of what can or cannot be achieved through 
litigation. The staff have been tremendous at 
responding to the lawyers’ demands for evidence 
and case studies. It is to be hoped that this process 



will be easier once Medical Justice’s new datasystem 
is installed.  
 
Second, and relating to the first point, we have been 
exposed to the range of legal avenues we can pursue 
to get Medical Justice’s agenda heard in the courts. 
In addition to providing witness statements and 
medico-legal reports in individual claims, we now 
know how to challenge policies wholesale and how 
to intervene in cases. This holistic approach will 
stand Medical Justice in good stead as we move 
forward.   
 
Thirdly, we have developed important relationships 
with lawyers who are willing to help us either for 
free (pro bono) or on a conditional fee agreement 
(CFA). We have also developed an effective costs 
model that uses both a protective costs order 
(which limits our liability for the Home Office’s 
costs if we lose a case) and a CFA (which limits our 
liability for our lawyer’s costs if we lose). Although 
the use of CFAs may have to be modified after the 
Jackson Report this is a useful model and provides a 
template for us going forward. 
 
It has been a privilege to be involved with Medical 
Justice’s important legal work over the last year and 
I look forward to what the future holds. Although a 
single case is only a baby step toward achieving our 
ultimate aim – the end of detention – they are still 
steps worth taking.  
 
Justin Leslie 
Judicial Working Group Lead 
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Mr Nyam case-study : subjected to zero-
notice removal attempts 

Sickle-cell sufferer, Mr Nyam has been subjected to 
the no notice removal policy a number of times.  On 
27th April 2010 he was arrested at 10.30pm with a 
view to his removal at 6.30 a.m. on the following 
morning. During his arrest Mr Nyam had expressly 
asked to speak to his solicitor but this was denied. 
His mobile phone was taken away. 
 
Luckily a friend of Mr Nyam’s who was with him at 
the time managed to text his solicitor whose mobile 
phone, luckily, happened to be switched on and the 
solicitor was, also luckily, available.  By luck, he in 

turn managed to instruct Counsel and an injunction 
was granted at 1.30 a.m. on 28th April 2010 by 
Openshaw J who called the manner of the 
deportation “completely unconscionable”. 
 
Mr Nyam’s solicitor – Hani Zubeidi of Fadiga & Co – 
said ; “It was pure chance that I was up late working 
on another case and received the call. Otherwise I’d 
have got to the office the next day to find my client 
had already left the UK without me knowing about 
it.” 
 
Giving zero notice of removal prevented the 
provision of malaria prophylaxis. Sickle cell disease 
and malaria are conditions that can cause intra-
vascular haemolysis (red cell breakdown within the 
circulation) and there is the potential for a life 
threatening event should Mr Nyam contract 
malaria. 
 
Regarding Mr Nyam, the UKBA mentioned the 
“medically documented” category  of deportees for 
whom service of removal directions will create a 
risk of suicide or self harm. Yet there is no risk of 
suicide or self-harm which has been medically 
documented in Mr Nyam’s case. In fact, it is the 
UKBA’s case that Mr Nyam has himself not 
evidenced that he is suffering from any psychiatric 
disorder or provided a report about his mental 
health. 
 
Mr Nyam suffers from a severe form of sickle cell 
disease, leading to vaso-occlusive crises which 
require hospitalisation. Frequent crises can starve 
joints and vital organs of their blood supply, leaving 
permanent and irreversible damage. He already has 
severe damage to both shoulders. 
 
Mr Nyam has been detained several times. 10 
removal attempts have been abandoned, mostly 
because Mr Nyam ended up being hospitalised.  
During one period of detention he was hospitaised 
six times. He was hospitalised three times during a 
subsequent period of detention, which had 
continued even when no removal directions were in 
place. 
 
Mr Nyam’s solicitors sent UKBA a medical report 
noting that he was not fit to fly, and was not 
receiving care in detention that met established 
clinical standards and that Mr Nyam’s restricted 
access to appropriate analgesia in detention may 
prevent the successful management of a minor 
crisis, resulting in it progressing to a major crisis 
necessitating hospital admission. Given the well-
known potential effects of such crises (destruction 
of joints, damage to lungs and heart, and brain 
damage) it is plain that Mr Nyam’s health is likely to 
be injuriously affected by continued detention.  
 
The Home Office attempted to remove Mr Nyam to 
Cameroon despite being fully aware that the policy 
was under challenge within the High Court. 
 



Outsourcing Abuse follow-up  

 

Background 

During 2007 we had a series of articles in the 
Independent newspaper alleging widespread racist 
abuse and assaults during deportation. UKBA 
brushed off the allegations as “unsupported 
assertions”.  

In 2008, we published a report called “Outsourcing 
Abuse : The use and misuse of state-sanctioned 
force during the detention and removal of asylum 
seekers” which documented injuries sustained in 
300 alleged assault cases and highlighted 48 case-
studies.  The injuries include a fractured bone, 
nerve damage, a punctured lung, and a dislocated 
knee. 
 
A few months later, the Home Secretary 
commissioned an independent investigation into 
the “Outsourcing Abuse” allegations. David Wood 
(Strategic Director, Criminality & Detention Services 
Group, UKBA) said there would be a thorough 
investigation into each of the 48 highlighted cases 
where we agreed a (re)investigation made sense, 
which was the majority of them. 
 
In November 2008, the Home Office’s own 
Complaints Audit Committee (CAC) reported that 
there were “endemic and enlarging problems” in 
misconduct investigations and “indications of rising 
discontent and continuing failures”. The CAC 
revealed that 79% of serious misconduct 
complainants were not interviewed 65% of 
responses to them were not defensible and 27% 
took over 1 year. 
 
December 2008 - Not having had any news from 
the UKBA (re)investigation of the cases highlighted 
in Outsourcing Abuse, we held a public meeting in 
House of Commons, kindly hosted by Lord Avebury.  
 
On January 14th 2009, there was a front page 
article in the Independent reporting that a guard at 
a detention centre has been forced to resign after 
his name was found on a membership list of the 
BNP.  Outsourcing Abuse was highlighted in the 
article. In response, Lin Homer, Chief Executive of 

UKBA had a letter published in the Independent the 
next day ; “…I am disappointed that you have chosen 
once again to repeat unproven rhetoric. … Fifteen 
months after my first letter to you neither you, nor 
the people you report for, have provided a complete 
"dossier" of evidence.’  This was followed on 9th 
February 2009 by the Home Secretary accusing us 
of “withholding evidence” and "not co-operating 
with repeated requests”, an allegation which we 
flatly rejected. 
 
Later that month, over 6 months after we published 
the report, UKBA asked us for very basic 
information like names of complainants which we 
provided months earlier.  They inquired about the 
“nature” of the complaints, which was all included 
in Outsourcing Abuse – it was as though they hadn’t 
even read the report. They were not sure which 
cases they had dealt with through their complaints 
procedure and asked for their own reference 
numbers. 
 
13th August 2009 - HM Inspector of Prisons 
published a themed report “Escorts & Removals” 
noting alleged abusive treatment, detainees self-
harming, a lack of proper medical attention, 
aggressiveness and “posturing and interference” by 
escorts, and a “swift resort” to use of force, that in 
many cases the use of force led to abandonment or a 
removal and heightened the risk of ill-treatment or 
abuse.  
 
“The Home Office routinely blames asylum seekers for 
resisting deportations but HMIP found a Sri Lankan 
detainee whose judicial review had been successful at 
the last moment who would have been removed had 
he not refused to board the plane.” Harriet Wistrich, 
solicitor, co-author of “Outsourcing Abuse”. 

“We were told almost a year ago that there would be 
an investigation into the abuse of immigration 
detainees during escort and removal.  I dearly hope 
that this is not a case of the Home Office sweeping 
scandal under the carpet in the hope that it will go 
away.  The HMIP report brought out today and the 
tireless work of organisations like Medical Justice and 
other support groups suggest that it will not. It is still 
my hope that the Home Office will get their act 
together … introduce a rigorous and fair complaints 
system, stop the removal of people with medical 
problems, and stop the removal of people to unsafe 
countries.” 
Diane Abbott, MP 
 
12th March 2010, the independent investigation 
into the allegations In Outsourcing Abuse by Lady 
Nuala O’Loan was published. Lady O’Loan 
recognised that use of control and restraint and the 
use of handcuffs on this very vulnerable group of 
detainees has often been disproportionate, 
unnecessary and inappropriate. She did not agree 
with our finding of “systemic abuse” but made 22 
recommendations for change.  
 
In her foreword of Lady O’Loan’s report, the words 



of Lin Homer, the Chief Executive of UKBA, can 
imply that our motivation in reporting on 
allegations of abuse was to “damage the reputation 
of our contractors”, as distinct from highlighting 
alarming trends."  
 
"This report is a cover-up. Baroness O' Loan has 
cleverly played with language to claim there is no 
evidence of 'systematic' abuse. But this is because the 
incidents of abuse were so widespread that it is not 
possible to discern a system or a pattern. ...It is a 
damning verdict on the inability of both the Home 
Office and the UK Border Agency to ensure basic 
human rights for immigration detainees, and to run a 
proper independent inquiry."  Diane Abbott MP 
 

 
 
12th Oct 2010 - Jimmy Mubenga died after being 
restrained during a deportation attempt on a British 
Airways flight by ‘immigration escorts’ employed by 
G4S, a private company contracted by the UK 
Borders Agency. The three G4S escorts who handled 
Mr Mubenga have been arrested and released on 
bail. 
 
Jimmy Mubenga and his wife (photo above) had 
lived in the UK for 16 years and all five of their 
children were born here. 
 
Over the years, numerous organisations have 
documented concerns about allegations of excessive 
force during forced removals.  Many feel the UK 
Borders Agency have ignored the concerns raised, 
or traduced those who report them.  Many were 
shocked but not surprised to hear of Mr Mubenga’s 
death and felt it was a tragedy waiting to happen. 
 
Recent press reports suggest that the Home Office 
warned G4S in 2006 that restraint techniques used 
by its guards potentially impeded breathing and 
could result in a fatality.  It is understood that a 
letter, headed "positional asphyxia" – a form of 
suffocation caused when people are placed in 
dangerous restraint holds – was circulated to all 
G4S staff in 2006 after guards were spotted using an 
unauthorised form of restraint.  It is unclear what if 
any remedial action was taken by G4S following 
this. 
 
42 cases in the “Outsourcing Abuse” report 
included restriction of detainees’ breathing.  
Table 8 in the “Outsourcing Abuse” report notes 
that chocking and gagging was the 4th most 
common complaint and 47 alleged incidents had 

been documented. Table 9 notes that head / neck / 
back pain the second most common type of injury 
reported (55 alleged incidents) which is associated 
with the head being pushed down into a deportee’s 
lap when seated on a plane. 
 
Case-study : C4 Mr. RH (Burundi) – Row 42 

“The van was driven close to the plane and he was 
carried up the steps to a seat in the rear of the 
aircraft and forcibly held down in the seat with his 
head forced forwards. The immigration escorts 
put their fingers in his ears and held his throat so 
tightly he thought he would suffocate. He tried to 
scream for help and continued to struggle. … Mr. RH 
was examined by Dr Charmian Goldwyn (an 
independent doctor) who noted injuries … ;. "On 
Examination: ...limitation of all neck movements, 
flexion, extension, and lateral rotation. Tender 
over the sterno-mastoid (neck) muscles. This is 
consistent with having his neck put into forcible 
flexion. “ 

 
Photo : Mr RH’s handcuff injuries 
 
UKBA said there would be a thorough 
investigation, where appropriate, into each of 
the 48 highlighted cases in “Outsourcing Abuse”.  
This has not happened. One such example is that 
of Suren Khachatryan who claims he was kicked and 
stamped on during at attempt to remove him.  He 
suffered a collapsed lung.  Baroness O’Loan found 
that there had been no proper investigation of Mr 
Khachatryan’s complaint or whether the force used 
against him was lawful, necessary or proportionate.  
 
In response to Baroness O’Loan’s report Mr 
Khachatryan ; “I am scared to say too much in 
response to this in case it [the assault] happens 
again. I am glad that this independent report notes 
there was no proper investigation. I am still feeling 
the consequences of the assault. I still have therapy. 
It has affected me. I am still receiving treatment five 
years later. I am very disappointed the government 
did not do their job properly in the first place. If 
they do want to re-investigate this again though I 
am willing to cooperate with them and provide 
them with what they need.”  
 
Mr Khachatryan has subsequently been granted 
indefinite leave to remain, begging the question as 
to why he was detained in the first place. 



Media work 
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Media coverage helps raise awareness and our 
profile with decision-makers we interact with.  
 
Not surprisingly, most of the coverage was in the 
Guardian and Independent newspapers.  Because of 
that, coverage through other channels was even 
more welcome, especially the diversity, ranging 
from the Daily Telegraph to the Morning Star.  
Medical media coverage included articles in the BMJ 
and the Lancet. 

There were 70 articles with a quote from Medical 
Justice, or referencing a named Medical Justice 
worker or volunteer.  There were at least a further 
10 articles referencing Medical Justice’s work or 
patients.   

The media coverage came in several waves through 
the year, starting with coverage of the families 
hungerstrikes and protests in Yarl’s Wood.  In 
March there was a lot of coverage of the publication 
of the inquiry into allegations we raised in our 
“Outsourcing Abuse” dossier of 300 use of force 
incidents.   

We got a lot of coverage of the High Court deciding 
that UKBA’s zero-notice removals policy is unlawful 
– perhaps especially because we are a tiny charity 
daring to take the government to court.  Publication 
of our “State Sponsored Cruelty” report generated a 
lot of media coverage in September.   

Sadly, we were featured in many articles about the 
tragic and avoidable death of Jimmy Mubenga 
during a deportation attempt – perhaps especially 
because we presented evidence of injuries and 
warned that consequences could be lethal, and, that 
we were effectively rubbished by UKBA for having 
done so. 

 

Articles with a quote from Medical Justice or referencing a named worker / volunteer;  

1. Feb 11th. BBC - Minister 'admits paying millions to detained migrants'. 
2. Feb 14th. Independent : "Locked up indefinitely: The prisoners who have committed no crime"  
3. Feb 17th. BBC : "'Never nice for children' - life in a detention centre"  
4. Feb 21st. Guardian : “Fears for health of Yarl's Wood women in third week of hunger strike” 
5. March 1st.  Guardian : “Melanie McFadyean: The scandal that is Yarl's Wood” 
6. March 7th. Independent : “Report on 'abuse' of asylum seekers to be published” 
7. March 9th.  Independent : “Refugees 'denied vital healthcare services'” 
8. March 11th. Morning Star : "Abuse complaints 'not investigated properly'"  
9. March 12th.  Independent : “Asylum-seekers abused by security guards, says report” 
10. March 12th..  Independent : “Lord Ramsbotham: Issue is no less than whether we are a civilised country” 
11. March 12th.  Guardian :”Officials failed to investigate asylum detainee abuse claims – report” 
12. March 12th.  Guardian : “The bigger picture on asylum” 
13. March 12th.  Diane Abbott MP : “Publication of The Report On Outsourcing Abuse By Baroness O'Loan” 
14. March 12th.  BBC : “Handcuff restraint of asylum seekers criticized” 
15. March 14th.  Guardian : “UK 'ignoring' systemic evidence of torture among asylum seekers” 
16. March 14th Guardian : “Asylum deportation flights need rights monitors, EU says” 
17. April 15th.  Guardian : “Police probe death at immigration removal centre” 
18. April 1th.  Morning Star : “'Close Oakington before more die'” 
19. April 25th.  Independent-on-Sunday : “The IoS Happy List 2010 - the 100” 
20. May 18th.  Guardian letter : “We must end the detention of families“ 
21. May 25th.  Guardian : “Judge orders Home Office to stop deportations without warning” 
22. July 5th. Independent. ; ”Abused, humiliated and abandoned. What really happens when the UK deports …” 
23. July 21st.  Anglia TV : “Yarl's Wood closure” 
24. July 21st.  BBC : “Family wing at Yarl's Wood detention centre to close” 
25. July 21st.  Guardian : “Yarl's Wood detention centre's family wing to be shut down” 
26. July 222nd. Independent : “Clegg backtracks after declaring Iraq war illegal” 
27. July 26th.  Guardian : “Deportation fast-track system for asylum seekers ruled illegal” 
28. July 26th.  Guardian : “Fast-track deportation ruling protects access to justice” 
29. July 26th.  Independent : “'Fast-track' deportation policy ruled unlawful” 
30. July 26th.  BBC : “Fast-track deportations from UK 'unlawful'” 
31. July 26th.  BBC Radio 4 : 6pm news - skip to 11.01 to 12.24 for interview with Emma Gin of Medical Justice 
32. July 26th. Channel 4 News : "Deportation policy ruled unlawful" - Clip starts at 02.41 Watch the news clip. 
33. July 26th.  Morning Star : "High Court strikes blow for refugees" 
34. July 27th.  BMJ (British Medical Journal) :”Fast track deportation without access to legal counsel is illegal” 



35. July 27th.  The Sun ; “High Court judge in migrant law fury” 
36. July 27th.  The Daily Telegraph ; “Fast-track deportations for illegal immigrants ruled 'unlawful'’ 
37. July 27th.  Independent ; “Home Office's refugee removal policy 'unlawful'” 
38. July 27th.  Independent ; Leading article: “Fast-tracked injustice” 
39. August 7th. Independent ; “Revealed: how asylum detention centres damage children” 
40. Sept 9th.  Independent ; “Child refugees harmed by 'cruel' detention system” 
41. Sept 9th.  BBC ; “Child immigration detention 'harm' documented by medics” 
42. Sept 9th.  Guardian ; “Act now on child refugee detainees” 
43. Sept 9th.  BMJ : "Royal colleges back call to end the detention of children"  
44. Sept 9th.  Guardian ; “Government climbdown on detention of children in immigration centres” 
45. Sept 9th.  UKBA ; “Progress made on child detention review” 
46. Sept 9th.  Barnardo’s ; “Barnardo's response to Medical Justice report” 
47. Sept 16th. Guardian ; “This was state-sponsored cruelty last year. It still is” 
48. Sept 24th.  Channel 4 ; “Judge condemns treatment of torture victim” 
49. Sept 28th.  Guardian ; “The promise to end child detention must be delivered immediately” 
50. Oct 1st. Private Eye ; ref child detention - ISSUE 1272. 
51. Oct 11th. Independent ; “Child asylum-seekers targeted in Home Office budget cuts” 
52. Oct 14th. Morning Star ; “Detainee dies before flight” 
53. Oct 14th. Guardian ; “Deportation death raises questions over 'proportionate force'” 
54. Oct 15th. Guardian ; “Brutal deportations must stop” 
55. Oct 15th. Guardian ; “History shows deportees must be handled with more care” 
56. Oct 16th. Independent ; “Private security firms should face investigation, says former prisons chief” 
57. Oct 16th. Guardian ; “The death of Jimmy Mubenga: Restraint and the state” 
58. Oct 19th. Morning Star ; “Activists demand deportations halt” 
59. Oct 20th. Guardian ; “Death on Flight 77: Would you look away?” 
60. Oct 23rd. BMA ; “BMA (British Medical Association) : "Medicine at the margins" 
61. Oct 30th. The Lancet ; “The UK's continued shameful neglect of migrants' health” 
62. Oct 30th. Independent ; “Security firm accused of abusing deportees sacked” 
63. Oct 30th. Independent ; “A disturbing insight into G4S's tactics” 
64. Oct 31st. Independent ; “Campaigners attack deportation threat`’ 
65. Nov 3rd. Cambridge News ; “MP stops torture victim being deported” 
66. Nov 4th.  Morning Star ; “Cabin crews 'should refuse deportation'” 
67. Nov 12th. Guardian Letter : "Tragedy of Mubenga"  
68. Nov 16th.  Guardian ; “Lib Dems are keeping their promises on child detention” 
69. Nov 29th.  Guardian ; “Detained asylum-seeker freed after South Africa intervenes” 
70. Dec 16th.  Guardian ; “Charities accuse Nick Clegg of 'rebranding detention' over children of asylum seekers” 
 
Articles referencing Medical Justice work or patients 

1. Feb 9th. Telegraph - Mothers go on hunger strike at immigration centre after being separated from children. 
2. Feb 21st. BBC World Service – about the hungerstrike at Yarl’s Wood, including an interview with "Mary"  
3. Feb 28th. Guardian ; “Immigration bosses to be quizzed after asylum seekers were 'beaten' by guards” 
4. March 1st.  Guardian : “Legal challenge over Yarl's Wood women” 
5. March 22nd.  Independent : “Disabled athlete who won gold for Britain faces deportation” 
6. March 31st.  Independent : “Man's deportation halted over wheelchair blunder” 
7. April 19th. Independent : “Disabled athlete gets deportation reprieve” 
8. Nov 29th.  Channel 4 – “Dispatches : The Kids Britain Doesn't Want” 
9. Nov 29th.  Channel 4 – “The Kids Britain Doesn't Want: Home Office Reply” 
10. Nov 30th . Guardian ; “TV review: Dispatches: The Kids Britain Doesn't Want” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Befriender Training Days  

 
Photo by Ed Goldwyn at a Medical Justice meeting  

176 participate in Training Days in FY2011 ; 
Sat. 27th March 2010 – Bedford (31 participants) 
Sat. 8th May 2010 – Bedford (49 participants) 
Sat. 23rd October 2010 – London (39 participants) 
Sat. 13th November 2010 – London (57 
participants) 

Quantifying outcomes after 3 years 

We had funding from the Yarl’s Wood Befrienders 
to provide training and supervision for 120 
befrienders over 3 years. 216 befrienders actually 
participated. 
 
We surveyed 50 of these befrienders about the 
number of visits they made into Immigration 
Removal Centres (IRCs) and the number of 
detainees they supported. Visiting patterns varied 
greatly. Below are a handful of examples.  One can 
see that Ms AS usually visits a different detainee 
each time she goes to Yarl’s Wood, supporting them 
by phone until they are released or deported, and 
then starts befriending a new detainee.  Whereas 
Ms A supported fewer detainees but visited them 
more frequently.  Ms M only visited 6 times whereas 
Ms JH visited 110 times. 

Befriender IRC visits Detainees visited 
Ms M 6 4 
Ms AS 22 20 
Ms A  26 4 
Ms JH 110 90 

Number of visits and detainees supported by Yarl’s 
Wood Befriender (YWB) staff were measured as 
well as non YWB training participants.  
 

Detention visits to see women detainees 
by 50 participants 2,802 
Excluding visits by YWB staff 2,112 
Women detainees visited by 50 trainees 961 
Excluding detainees visited by YWB staff 274 
Estimated detention visits to see women 
detainees by 216 participants 9,138 
Estimated women detainees visited by 216 
participants 1,783 
Detention visits to see male detainees by 
50 participants 537 

Estimated detention visits to see male 
detainees by 216 participants 2,148 

Example : Befriender Training Day agenda 

 Legal process overview – Alex Goodman, 
barrister  

 Deterioration of health - Dr Indrajit Ghosh, HIV 
specialist and Dr Frank Arnold, surgeon.          

 Torture Survivors  - Dr Arnold, scars specialist        

 Pregnancy - Dr Miriam Beeks, GP        

 Gender-based Persecution and Trafficking - 
Julianne Heider SOAS Detainee Support Group       

 Mental Health - Dr Ben Robinson, neuroscientist  

 HIV - Dr Indrajit Ghosh, HIV specialist     

 Children in detention - Dr Fred Martineau, 
paediatrician    

 Assaults - Emma Ginn, Medical Justice co-
ordinator 

 Rule 35 - Dr Frank Arnold, torture scars 
specialist    

 Medical Justice referrals – Theresa Schleicher 
and Emma Stevens, Medical Justice Casework. 

 Accessing support - Gill Butler, retired mental 
health nurse   

 
Befriender / visitors groups booked for the 
training :  including Women Asylum Seekers 
Together (WAST), Gatwick Detainees Welfare 
Group, Federation of Iraqi Refugees, St. Albans 
Yarl's Wood Casework Support Group, Kent Refugee 
Help, Brighton Voices In Exile, Haslar Visitors 
Group, Nottingham Refugee Forum, Children's 
Society, SOAS Detainee Support Group, London 
Detainee Support Group, Liverpool University 
students, Wandsworth Social Services, For A Better 
World, Yarl’s Wood Befrienders, Manchester 
Immigration Detainee Support Team, MDC Luton, 
Norwich International Youth Project, and the 
Refugee Council. 
 
Immigration removal centres covered by 
visitors’ groups who participated ; Campsfield, 
Yarl’s Wood, Harmondsworth, Colnbrook, Dover, 
Tinsley House, Brook House, Haslar and Manchester 
Airport. 
 
Attendees traveled in from ; Liverpool, 
Portsmouth, Brighton, Nottingham, Bedford, 
London, Luton, Newcastle and Manchester. 
 
Some examples of participants’ comments ; 

 “The Medical Justice Training day gives the 
Befrienders the necessary confidence and support 
to cope with what is very often a very distressing 
situation by hearing very painful stories.” 

 “It was brilliant. Everybody who spoke was deeply 
knowledgeable and inspiring. Hearing from an ex-



detainee was particularly powerful. Personally I 
would not have the confidence to become a 
befriender without this training, let alone the 
knowledge.” 

 “The training provided me a lot practical 
information about mental and physical health 
issues, including information on policy and the 
law, which had a tangible impact on the support I 
was able to offer.” 

 “well-delivered, very informative and 
demonstrating real commitment.  Organisation 
was excellent.  Good variety of speakers and 
stimulating discussion involving other 
participants.” 

 “It also helps enormously to meet other people 
visiting detainees and share experiences.” 

 “Very beneficial in sign-posting/accessing 
professional expertise to assist detainees in their 
immigration cases. I have visited 17 women - of 
these 11 were released, 5 removed and one I am 
still visiting.” 

 “ …we have struggled as volunteer visitors to 
understand the rights of detainees to being 
provide with adequate quality of service from the 
medical centre whilst in detention. This was made 
clear and understood in the MJ training days. I was 
moved and inspired to do more, from my contact 
with MJ staff and volunteers, through seeing their 
sincere dedication to ensuring that Detainees have 
a humane and proper treatment whilst in 
detention.” 

 “The basic human contact support remained the 
same i would say, but the level of information 
about what i had to do and how to do it increased 
dramatically, giving me a confidence in what i was 
doing and seeing its purpose in a larger context. I 
thought it was well run and l left with a lot of 
important information that helped me become 
more efficient and almost hopeful.” 

 “ …really comprehensive, realistic, supportive and 
a huge amount of information, really great all-
round.” 

 “I have kept in touch with a number of detainees 
since they left Yarl’s Wood both in this country 
and their home countries and I believe I have been 
able to assist them a little in small ways. The 
Medical Justice Training was of a very high quality 
… it gave me the knowledge and confidence to act 
as Surety in bail hearings for some of the 
detainees I have visited.” 

 “It reduces the isolation of individuals working in 
a difficult area where networking is so important 
for support ,encouragement and training.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Medics training  

 
Photo : Ali Kheradnejad at a demonstration in Iran 

 
Photo by mfreeth.com : Ali and Dr Charmian Goldwyn.  

 
Photo by mfreeth.com : Ali at a doctor’s training day.  

 
Photo by mfreeth.com : Medical Justice doctor’s training day.  

The deprivation of liberty too often results in the 
deprivation of health rights. Our experience shows 
that many immigration detainees have serious 
medical and psychological conditions which are not 
recognised, poorly treated or even ignored while in 
detention.  The process of detention itself is also 
often damaging to their health.  By conducting a 
proper clinical examination and writing up a report, 
visiting independent doctors can have a positive 
impact on the lives and health of this most 
vulnerable group. 
 
By the end of FY 2011, about 30 doctors were able 
to make regular contributions to the work of 

Medical Justice, either by visiting detainees in 
detention centres, giving advice by phone, chasing 
up medical records from hospitals, and writing 
medico-legal reports (MLRs) or commenting on 
other doctor’s MLRs  
 
Our training days include sessions running in 
parallel to suit clinicians who have never made a 
detention medical visit before, as well as medics 
who have visited detention centres many times.  
 
Medical Justice works as a support network - there 
is friendly, helpful advice available from other 
doctors, lawyers and visitors in the network.  For 
example we ensure that new doctors have access to 
tutorials and are accompanied on the first visit by a 
more experienced doctor, and that there is always 
easy access to advice and support thereafter.  
 
Ex-detainees help with medics training days 
Ali Kheradnejad joined us for a training day in 2010.  
Ali was detained in Harmondsworth detention in 
2009 after he fled Iran and claimed asylum in the 
UK. Ali had been involved in demonstrations in Iran 
and he still has marks from where he was beaten in 
prison. He was detained on arrival to the UK. 

Ali’s asylum claim was refused.  He went on hunger 
strike. Medical Justice sent Dr Charmian Goldwyn in 
to see Ali.  She did a medico-legal report which 
helped Ali get refugee status.  Now Ali helps at 
Medical Justice training days, talking to new doctors 
considering making their first visit into a detention 
centre. 
 
139 medics trained in FY2011   

5 training days ; 
Sun. 28th Feb 2010 at Quaker Meeting House, 
Glasgow 
Sat. 17th April at School of African & Oriental Studies  
Sun. 13th June 2010 at SOAS, Vernon Square Campus  
Sat. 11th Sept 2010 at the Medical Justice, London 
N7 
Sat 15th Jan 2011 at Emmanuel Church, London N7 
 
The doctor and barrister trainers in FY2011 
Dr Rachel Hill-Tout (a Clinical Fellow in HIV 
Medicine), Dr Frank Arnold (surgeon and scars 
specialist), Prof. Cornelius Katona (Consultant 
Psychiatrist), Adam Sandell (GP and barrister), Dr. 
Fred Martineau (Paediatrician), Dr Miriam Beeks 
(GP), Dr Charmian Goldwyn (retired GP), Dr Indrajit 
Ghosh (HIV specialist), Dr Ben Robinson (PTSD 
specialist), Philip Nathan (barrister) and Jan Doerfel 
(barrister). 

Evening seminar for medico-legal report writers  
7th Sept at Matrix Chambers, given by Samantha 
Knights and Adam Sandell, both barristers from 
Matrix Chambers and Smita Bajaria, a solicitor at 
Birnberg Peirce & Partners. 
 
Medics Training Day sessions include ; 



 Introduction to Medical Justice - aimed at 
equipping clinicians new to Medical Justice with 
the skills and confidence to undertake medical 
assessments of patients detained in immigration 
detention centres and covers ; * Outline of the 
asylum determination process. * Who is detained, 
when, why, how long for, by whom, and where. * 
Conditions in immigration detention. * Healthcare 
provision in detention. * What the independent 
medic’s role is during the detention visit. * 
Common issues, including HIV cases and the 
provision of anti-malarials. * The Medical Justice 
referrals process and how cases are prioritised. * 
MLRs * Media, parliamentary and campaigning 
activities. 

 Identifying and documenting scars  

 PTSD and other Mental Health Issues. 

 MLRs ; anticipating difficulties and responding 
to judges' comments  

 Assaults : documenting injuries and getting 
treatment  

 Children and Families in detention  

 Asylum Determination Process overview 

 Ethics  

 Phone-work  

 Treatment of HIV+ detainees  

 Psyche Medico-Legal Reports 
 

 

Thank You 
Management Committee members  
Alex Goodman (barrister) – Chair 
Dr Jonathan Fluxman (GP) – Acting Chair 
Gillian Butler (befriender) - Treasurer 
Christine Hogg (health rights campaigner) - 
Secretary 
Puck de Raadt (Bail Circle) 
Prof. Cornelius Katona (consultant psychiatrist) 
Harris Nyatsanza (Oxfam, ex-detainee) 
Maria Gurtova (nurse, ex-detainee) 
Dr Frank Arnold (surgeon) 
Charmian Goldwyn (retired GP) 
Dr Ben Robinson (PTSD specialist) 
Justin Leslie (Lawyer) 
 
Co-opted ; 
Dr Miriam Beeks (GP) and Jan Doerfel (barrister) 
 
Staff 
Emma Ginn, Theresa Schleicher, Jon Burnett and 
Emma Stevens 
 
Volunteers 
Medical Justice is completely reliant on a small army 
of incredibly dedicated volunteer medics, lawyers, 
detainee visitors, and interpreters. Many of our 
busy volunteers have full-time jobs and family 
responsibilities, but manage to somehow squeeze in 
work on behalf of detainees. Some devote a number 
of precious evenings or even days each week to 
Medical Justice and the detainees.   Some volunteers 
are supposedly “retired”, yet it may not feel like it.   
Astonishingly, there are too many volunteers to 
name them all.   
 
Detainees and ex-detainees play a special role 
within Medical Justice and we salute their courage.  
 
We thank the many “professionals” who really went 
the extra mile to help Medical Justice and the 
detainees, including lawyers and journalists.  Many 
of them modestly claim that they were “just doing 
their job”, but we know how dedicated and 
successful they have been. 
 

Funders 
The Yarl's Wood Befrienders, the Joseph Rowntree 
Charitable Trust, the Trust for London, Comic Relief, 
the Joseph Rank Trust, the Network for Social 
Change and the Sigrid Rausing Trust 
 
Donors 
Donations again showed almost bewildering 
levels of generosity and support. They included 
several donations of a hundred pounds or more 
from people we knew well, like supporters of 
detainees who Medical Justice helped get 
released.  Some similarly generous donations 
came in from people we had never heard of 
before. 
 
We had a £5,000 from book sales by a 
management consultant who wrote a publication 
on organisational change.  There was a £4,000 
donation from an individual to help us move into 
an office room big enough for a desk for each 
worker.  
 
There was funding from the Legal Service 
Commission for some medical reports.  Many of 
the doctors concerned donated some or all of the 
fee to Medical Justice.  One doctor asked all her 
wedding guests to donate to Medical Justice, 
raising £530 – great love hath no man ! 
 
12 supporters donate each month by standing 
order – amounts range between £5 and £150, and 
all are very welcome. Some small groups 
collected money for Medical Justice, including a 
couple of Quaker groups. The Lewes Group in 
Support of Refugees and Asylum Seekers donated 
£150. 
 
It’s really motivating for staff and volunteers 
when we see donations like this come in.  Much of 
the work is upsetting, with the pressure of 
deportation flights, so it’s uplifting when a 
cheque comes through the post.



Statement of Financial activities for year ending 31st Jan 
2011 
 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 
 Funds Funds 2011 2010 
 £ £ £ £ 
Incoming Resources     
Incoming Resources from Generated Funds     
Voluntary Income 50,747 0 50,747 13,446 
Investment income 0 0 0 0 
Incoming resources from charitable activities 38,026 74,241 112,267 37,333 
Other incoming resources 0 0 0 0 

Total Incoming Resources 88,773 74,241 163,014 50,779 

     
Resources Expended     
Cost of generating fund     
Cost of generating voluntary income 0 0 0 0 

Charitable Activities 61,004 74,241 135,245 68,346 

Governance Costs 1,800 0 1,800 1,600 

Total Resources Expended 62,804 74,241 137,045 69,946 

     
Net incoming/(outgoing) resources     
before transfers 25,969 0 25,969 -19,167 
Transfer of Funds 0 0 0 0 
Total funds at 1st February 2010 7,761 0 7,761 26,928 

Total funds at 31st January 2011 33,730 0 33,730 7,761 

     

Balance Sheet as at 31st January 2011     
  2011 2010  
  £ £  

Fixed Assets  19,333 1,307  
Current assets     

Cash at bank and in hand  14,397 6,504  
  33,730 7,811  
Creditors: Amounts falling due     

within one year  0 50  

Total Assets  33,730 7,761  

     
Funds     
Unrestricted Funds  33,730 7,761  

Designated Funds  0 0  

Restricted Funds  0 0  

Total Funds  33,730 7,761  
 



 
Resources Expended Total Total 
 2011 2010 
Costs directly allocated to charitable Activities £ £ 
   
Salaries and national insurance 91,750 36,469 
Medico-Legal Report Fees 14,585 0 
Consultancy fees 0 15,872 
Training 1,945 1,823 
Travel 5,522 3,610 
 113,802 57,774 
   
Support costs allocated to charitable activities   
Rent 4,396 1,734 
Telephone & Fax 1,358 2,488 
Postage 162 59 
Stationery & Printing 5,461 1,887 
IT expenditure 255 149 
Publicity & events 3,375 2,625 
Insurance 188 301 
Volunteer expenses 139 108 
Other Office Expenses 404 403 
Depreciation 5,705 818 
 21,443 10,572 
   
Cost of generating voluntary income   
Salaries and national insurance 0 0 
   
Governance Cost   
Accountancy Fee 1,800 1,600 
 1,800 1,600 
Total Resources Expended 137,045 69,946 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Photo : Gill Butler – Treasurer (right) and Christine Hogg – 
Secretary (left) by Ed Goldwyn 
 
Compared to the previous financial year our costs 
roughly doubled but we managed to more than 
triple our income. 
 
Our Income was £50,779 in the financial year 
ending 31st January 2010 and increased to £163,014 
in financial year ending 31st January 2011. Our 
costs increased from £69,946 to £137,045. 
  

It’s easy to forget that it was only 3 years ago that 
our income was just £3,326. 
 
New funders during the financial year included 
Trust for London, Comic Relief, Network for Social 
Change, Joseph Rank Trust and the Sigrid Rausing 
Trust.  Funders who were not new included the 
Joseph Rowntree Trust and Yarl’s Wood 
Befrienders. 
 
During the financial year ending 31st January 2011 
we employed our fourth worker ; Emma Stevens 
who is part-time Caseworker and part-time Finance 
& Admin worker.  We also paid for more than half of 
the cost of the datasystem we are implementing. 
 
Due to the generosity of our funders and private 
individuals who make donations, the financial year 
ending 31st January 2011 has been very 
encouraging. 
 
Gill Butler 
Treasurer



 
12th November 2010. Medical Justice and others take a letter to Home Secretary calling for an inquiry into force during 
deportations.  The letter is signed by Medical Justice, INQUEST, Union of Angolans, Jeremy Corbyn MP, David Lammy MP and Dr 
Richard Stone OBE. 



10th Feb 2010 adjournment debate on Yarl’s Wood 
“The contractors—either Group 4 or Serco—have the responsibility to commission the health care, but I think that 
is wrong because the independence of the health care is inevitably compromised. … If there is an issue about fitness 
to travel and the decision is made by a contracted company inside Yarl’s Wood, what chance is there of having 
confidence that it has not been influenced by the contract given to the contractors to get people out of the 
country?.... A degree of independence in respect of the health care provided at Yarl’s Wood is now necessary. That 
would happen if the contract were not given to Serco, but to the NHS and the local primary care trust."  
Alistair Burt MP.  
 

 

How to donate to Medical Justice ; 
You can pay by debit/credit card, cheque, standing order or electronic transfer. Medical Justice would most 
prefer it if you could donate via our JustGiving web-page (http://www.justgiving.com/medicaljustice) because 
the GiftAid and banking is all automated, so it doesn't use up any resources at all.  So, please use our JustGiving 
facility where possible.  You can set up a monthly payment from the JustGiving web-page. Donations by 
electronic transfer to the account shown below, or by cheque, which should be made out to “Medical Justice” and 
posted to below address. Thank you - your support can make a real difference !  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Postal address : Medical Justice, 86 Durham Road, London, N7 7DT.  
Company Registration No. : 6073571  Registered charity No. 1132072 
Bank : Lloyds TSB, High Holborn Branch. Sort Code: 309425. Account No: 00859422  
General inquiries : info@medicaljustice.org.uk 
Medical inquiries and referrals : med@medicaljustice.org.uk 
Phone : 0207 561 7498  Fax : 08450 529370 
Website : http://www.medicaljustice.org.uk/ 
Co-ordinator : Emma Ginn - emma.ginn@medicaljustice.org.uk / 07904 778365 


